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The Premier: The landlord would have
done that, would he not?

Mr, HILL: 1 do not care who would have
done it. The board should have refused
to have granted a licence. The centre of
the town is the town hall. There is an
intersection at Gray-st. and York-st.; the
town hall is in the north-west corner.
South of that there is the Commonwealth
Bank, which is being completed at a cost
of £30,000. East of the town hall there is
a site that has been resumed by the Com-
monwealth Government for a post office.
On the fourth corner is the hotel and hear
the hotel is the betting shop.

Mr. Heal: That has been there for years.

Mr. HILL: Not in the main street. The
third betting shop is near the monument,
and this area is rapidly growing as a
business centre. Why have these bet-
ting shops in the main business centre of
the town? One day while I was travelling
in the train I was talking to the conductor
and he said, “You know, before this start-
ing-price hetting we had no trouble in
getting a cricket team together, but to-
day it is impossible to do so. Young
fellows go to the betting shops instead.”
On one occasion I was at a foothall ground
and a lot of young fellows were get-
ting ready to play. I was very glad when
one of them looked up and said, '“This
game is a long way better than
starting-price betting.” It is the duty of
this House and of the Government to do
all it can to discourage starting-price bet-
ting.

In conclusion, I wish to point out that
Waestralian Farmers is not the biggest co-
operative business in this State. The big-
gest co-operative business in this State
is the business of Western Australia Un-
limited. There are about 650,000 share-
holders and the youngest is the latest-born
baby. That baby will remain a share-
holder until he or she dies. As it comes
into the world that poor little kid has
to carry a debt of £257 ll1s. 9d. as at the
30th June last., If it is the third child
in the family, poor old Dad has £1,287 as
his share of that family in the debt of
this State.

The Minister for Housing: That new-
born child inherits a lot of privileges.

Mr. HILL: I admit there are a lot
of assets, but we .want to make the most
of those assets and not squander them.
Members of this House must realise that
they constitute the board of directors of
a big business. We have a tremendous re-
sponsibility and we must ask ourselves
how we are going to_ face up to our
yvoungest shareholder when he or she has
the right to vote.. The time has arrived
when instead of wasting time on unneces-
ary and flddling legislation, we should

concentrate on running the State as a big °

business. I hope the Treasurer will bring
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down his Budget early and that with the.
Budget we will have, as we had before,
a filnancial statement,

. The Premier: I will do my best.

Mr. HILL: I hope the Premier does
this to enable members of the House to
pay more attention to the Estimates and
to the administration of this wonderful
State of our§ which, as the Minister for
Housing has just indicated, provides a lot
of assets., Leit us make the most of those
assets. Do not let us spend all the money
on the Swan River. Let us .spend it in
the -outlying parts of the State so that
we can develop the country and make
future generations proud of it.

- On motion by Mr. Wild, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 8.55 pm.
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QUESTIONS.

EDUCATION.

Killarney and Innaloo Schools, Extra
Rooms.

Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister for
BEducation:

As the Killarney and Innaloo schools
are overcrowded, can he indicate when
the extra four rooms at Killarney and
the extra four rooms at Innaloo, will be—

(a) commenced;
{(b) finished?

The MINISTER replied:

The schools mentioned are not over-
crowded. To prevent overcrowding, two
classes from North Scarborough are tem-
porarily accommodatied at the old Innaloo
school.

The erection of additions at both of
these schools is entirely dependent on the
amount of loan moneys available. Dates
of commencement and completion are,
therefore, not yet availahle.

HOUSING.
Demolitions at Collie,

Mr. MANNING asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1Y Is it a fact that partially built
houses being erected by the State Housing
Commission at Collie are being demolished?

(2) If so, how many houses are in-
volved?

(3) What is the reason for the demoli-
tion of these partially built houses?

The MINISTER, replied:

{1) No.

(2) and (3) Answered by No. (1).

NARROWS.
Effect of Flooding.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
‘Works:

(1) What was the width of the Narrows
at South Perth-—hank to bank—prior to
reclamation being commenced?

(2) What will be the width when the
present reclamation is finished?

(3) Has consideration heen given to the
possibility of flooding in upper reaches
of the Swan River as a result of the recla-
mation referred to?

(4) Will he state what is believed will
be the result in flood periods in the areas
between Upper Swan_and the Causeway"

The MINISTER rephed
(1) 870 feet.

(2) 750 feet.

(3) Yes.

4) 'Possibly one inch on the Perth
Water side of the Narrows and diminish-
ing upstream.

BETTING CONTROL BOARD.
Pogsition of Female Applicants.

Mr. BOVELL askéd the Minister for
Police:
(1) Is he aware—

{a) that a printed information sheet'
issued by the Betting Control-
Board of Western Australia stated -
that no licences would be granted
to female persons,;
that notwithstanding this instruc-
tion four female persons (as re-
ported in “The West Australian”
of the 30th July, 1955) were
granted licences by the Betting .
Control Board;

(c) that in view of this instruction at
least one woman withheld her ap- | ;

plication for a licence? .

(2) As the information sheet referred to
was grossly misleading and unfair to
would-be female applicants, will he take up
the question with the Betting Control Board'
of calling applications from females de-.
;slllnﬁg to become licensed off-course book-

akes?

- The MINISTER replied:

. (1) (a) Such a printed sheet was 1ssued
by the Betting Control Board.
It is in accordance with Regu-
lation 32 of the Betting Control
Regulations, 1955. "
No such licence has been.
granted to a female. The hon..
member may have confused the
granting of registration of bet-
ting premises with the issue of
a bookmaker’s licence. The list’
published in the "Government '
Gazette”, No. 64 of the 208th’
July, 1855, and reported in “The’
Wiest Australian,” referred to*
registration of premises in which
hetting may be carried on.

(2) The information on the sheet is-
sued by the board was in accordance with
Regulation 32 which confirms the issue of
bookmakers’ licences to males over the age:
of 21 years and was not misleading.

(b}

(b}

GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT.
Prcnnston of Crossings.

Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Does the Government lewa.ys Act
provide that when a railway line is con--
structed, crossings must be provided at
departmental expense at all points where
the line crosses a surveyed road; but that
if further roads are surveyed after the
original construction of the line, such fur-
ther crossings are provided at the expen.se
of the local authority?

{2) How many crossings have been pro-
vided at departmental expense on Western
Australian Government railway lines
since such lines were originally completed?
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(3) At what points and on which lines?
The MINISTER replied:

(1) The position is covered by the Pub-
lic Works Act.

. (2) A great deal of research work would
‘be necessary to answer this gquestion and
“there is no certainty that the earlier re-
vwcords would be complete.

(3) Answered by No. (2).

WGOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.
Margins and Awards.

“Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister for
Labour:

(1} Is he aware of the fact that great
dissatisfaction exists at the Government
Printing Office over the margins issue and
that this dissatisfaction does not stem from
a -minority group?

(2) Is he also aware that, apart from
the country jobbing award, the Federal
graphic arts award, which members of
the Government Printing Office have had
to accept, is the lowest wage standard for
printing tradesmen in Australia, and that
until their margins decision, employees of
the Government Printing Office always
enjo;;ed. higher and more satisfactory mar-
gins?

(3) What other State Government de-
psariments, besides the Government Print-
ing Office, as a result of the marging issue,
now have a State basic wage but only a
Federal award margin?

(4) Is he further aware of the fact that
machine compositors at the Government
Printing Office who were receiving a mar-
gin of 52s. in 1937 under a State award
are now receiving 97s. 6d.—a Federal
award margin—which is 32s. 6d. less than
the 2} times formula?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) No.

{3) These employees are in receipt of
margins awarded by the State Arbitra-
tion Court with a State basic wage which
is 16s5. 5d. more than the Federal basic
wage.

(4) There was no State award covering
the Government Printing Office in 1937.
The machine compositors under the re-
cent decision of the State Arbitration
Court in their second year of service re-
ceive a margin of 107s, éd.

RETAIL SHOPS.
Haurs of Closing,
Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Labour:

(1) Is it intended to bring down a Bill
this session to make Saturday afternoon
closé;is of sbeps uniform throughout the
State?
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(2) Is it permissible for shops in those
districts not elosing on Saturday afternoon
to observe a late shopping night?

(3) Has the matter of a flve-day working
week for retail shops, with provision for
a late shopping night on a Friday to com-
ensate for the Saturday closure, been in-
vestigated, and if so, what were the con-
clusions arrived at?

The MINISTER replied:

" (1) This matter is still under considera-
on.

(2) and (3) The majority of shops are
governed by awards of the Arbitration
Court or registered industrial agreements
which specify the hours of work of assist-
ants. The provisions of the Factories and
Shops Act make the hours of work pre-
;cribed in an award the limit of trading

OUrs.

WATER SUPPLIES.

(a) Comprehensive Scheme, Represen-
tations to Federal Government.

Mr. CORNELL asked the Premier:

(1) Adverting to the question asked by
me on the 11th August, did the previous
Government make representations for an
increase in the amount of Commonwealth
contribution to the cost of the comprehen-
sive water scheme?

, (2) If so0, on what dates were these pre-
vious communications sent?

The PREMIER replied:

No written representations were made,
but a search of Public Works Department
files has revealed that in June, 1950, a
verbal request by the then Premier to the
Prime Minister during discussions in Mel-
bourne on problems associated with West-
ern Australia’s development, was made, and
some time prior to the 8th May, 1951, the
then Acting Premier, in verbal discussion
with the Minister for National Development
during the latter's visit to Western Aus-
tralta, dealt with the matter.

(b} Objection to Reticulation, Wyalkai-
chem and Bruce Rock.

Mr, CORNELL asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) Is there any record in the depart-
ment that the residents of either the
Wyalkatchemn or Bruce Rock distriets, at
any time, rejected or indicated their op-
position t0 any propasals for a reticulated
water scheme in their respective areas?

(2) If so, on what dates, approximately,
were any such objections made known to
the department?

The MINISTER replied:

(1> A search has failed to reveal any
record of apposition.

(2) Answered by No. (1),
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{c) Details of Pipeline, Wellington Dam-
Narrogin.

Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) What distance of pipeline is re-
quired to complete the line from Welling-
ton Dam to Narrogin?

(2) When will this work be completed?

(3) What was the date of the laying
of the first pipe?

(4) What work was completed in each
full year since that date?

The MINISTER replied:

1 wish to thank the hon. membér for
asking these questions, the replies to which
are as follows:—

{1) 15 miles 77 chains as from the 12th
August,

(2) This financial year.

(3) The 19th August, 1949,

(4) For financial years—
1949-50— 9 miles 60 chains,
1950-51—19 miles 20 chains.
1951-52— & miles — chains,
1952-53—from the 1st July to the
28th February, (8 months)—1 mile
32 chains,
From the lIst March to the 30th
June, (4 months)—3 miles 54
chains.
1953-54— 5 miles 76 chains.
1954-55—16 miles 9 chains.

The Minister for Education: That will
make him pipe down.

-Hon. D, Brand. The Minister must
have missed out some work.

TRANSPORT.

Private Bus Fares and Governmenl’s
Intention.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) What proportion of the 6 per cent.
tax on hus proprietors’ takings would
need to be waived to keep private company
bus fares from increasing as at present
under discussion?

(2) What amount per annum would be
involved if a waiver took place?

(3) Does the Government. propose to
make any waiver to assist the present
position?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Only the more prosperous operators
running luerative routes pay 6 per cent.
of gross earnings to the Transport Board.
Fees payable by a number of operators have
already been reduced to 3 per cent. or less
—even down to i per cent.—in order to
maintain services which would otherwise
have to cease or at least be very severely
curtajled. In these cases complete walver
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of fees would not cover increased costs.
In the past years some operators realised
net profits of over 70 per cent. and even
over 100 per cent. per annum on funds in-
vested. It is considered reasonable that
they should now bear at least some of the
increased costs of today's operation.

Assuming that the public through the
various local authorities was compelled, by
reason of reduced licence fees, to bear the
extra wages costs, the rates of those opera-
tors now paying 6 per cent of gross earn-
ings would need to be reduced to figures
varying in individual cases from 2 per cent.
to 3 per cent. of gross earnings.

(2) It is estimated that operators now
paying 6 per cent. would, through such re-
ductions, contribute £38,800 less on the
present fare basis. Assuming the existing
fees of the remaining operators, totalling
£9,137 per annum, were waived entirely,
they would still need a subsidy estimated
at £6,600 to keep their services running
on the present schedules. The total ei-
fect would amount to approximately
£54,000 per annum which is more than
the amount available for distribution dur-
ing the past year to local authorities for
road maintenance purposes. In that event,
the contribution to local authorities would
be completely eliminated.

(3) The matter of the increase of costs
and the effect on operations is still under
consideration.

HOSPITALS.
Alterations to Maternity Ward, Carnaervon.

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Health:

Is it the intention of his department
to carry out the alterations to the mater-
nity ward at Carnarvon hospital as was
suggested to him during his inspection
of that institution?

The MINISTER replied:

Yes.
FIREARMS,
Third Party Insurance.
Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Police:

(1) Is he aware that there are cases
where innocent third parties have been
injured by firearms resulting in serious
and permanent personal injury and the
owner of the weapon has been unable to
meet the financial responsibility for medi-
cal expenses and compensation, thus
causing great hardship to the injured
party and dependants?

(2) Would he glve consideration to a
scheme of third party insurance attaching
to a licence to carry firearms similar to
the automatic protection glven with a
motor-vehicle license?



304

-1 The MINISTER replied: .

" (1) 'The Police Department is aware
that there have been a few accidents
with firearms in which innocent third
darties have been injured, seriously or
otherwise. Nothing is known of the ability
of the persons responsible to meet the
financial responsibilities for medical ex-
penses and compensation to the injured
parties.

{2) Due to the small number of accidents
that have occurred, in comparison with the
number of persons licensed to possess fire-
arms, it is not considered that a third
party insurance scheme, as suggested, is
Justified.

" In the year ended the 30th June, 1954,
.2 total of 63,509 firearm licences was
issued. In that period 27 accidents with
firearms were reported. Six of these were
‘fatal, the remaining 21 resulting in minor
to serious injuries.

- In the year ended the 30th June, 1955,
the corresponding figures are: 67,111
iteences issued; 24 accidents; 5 fatal; 19
injuries.

"~ Most of those injured would be the per-
'son using the firearm. It is not possible
to give the number of third persons in-
jured without a perusal of all files relat-
ing to these accidents, but the number
would be very few.

s

BETTING CONTROL ACT.

Licensing of Shops and Bookmakers,
Merredin,

. Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
,Police:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
the applications and other relevant papers
dealing with the licensing of both shops
and bookmakers at Merredin, under the
Betting Control Act?

" The MINISTER replied:

No. But the hon member may peruse
these papers in my office.

RAILWAYS.
Effect of Dieselisation at Mullewa.

Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) What effect will the diesellsation of
railways have on the numerical sitrength
of the railway staff at Mullewa?

(2) Is there any truth in the suggestion
that certain staff will be transferred to
Geraldton°

(3> Will Mullewa be retained as an
engine depot?

" (4) When will the commission be in a
position to hand over, for town supply,
the water .dams now held by them" .

The ‘MINISTER replied:

J- (1) Strength has been reduced - ‘by ll pEer-
manent and 2 casual workers. . .
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(2> No.
(3) Yes,

(4) As spon as experience shows that it
may he safely done, the dams that can be
spared will be handed over subject to safe-
guards necessary to cover deparimental
requirements.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day

on the motion for the adoption of the
Address, as amended.

MR. WILD (Dale) (2.30): This is one
of the few opportunities that members
have of ventilating matters affecting their
own electorates and also of discussing sub-
jects relating to State affairs. In opening
my remarks this afternoon, I wish to say
a word or two about Professor Stephen-
son’s report on town planning, which
has recently been laid on the Table of the
House and which I think all members of
Parliament, irrespective of the side of the
House on which they sii, should accept.
I have not even looked at the report and
I am only going on what I have read in
the Press about it.

I think it was some five or six years ago
that the Government of the day decided
that it would obtain the services of a man
who was most expert to investigate into
and report upon the future town plan-
ning of the metropolitan area in this State.
As members know, Professor Stephenson
visited Perth on two occasions. He was
here for some time on his second visit
and, after much consultation with our own
Town Planning Commissioner, Mr. Hep-
burn, and, I have no doubti, after much
discussion with many local authorities,
he formulated a plan.

In the few years that I have heen in
Parliament I have observed that we are
too prone—I suppose it applies to me as
it does to other members—to think, “How
will this plan affect my electorate, and
how will it affect me?” On this occasion
I think we have to get above that. I only
hope that if his plan upsets the people
in the electorate of Dale, I am going to be
man enough to say, “If certain land has to
go, and it is definitely in the interests
of the State, the plan must stand.””

If we are all going to have our own little
prejudices and say, “I do not want this
here or that there,” we will never get
anywhere, Western Australia has reached
the position with its town planning where
it has to do something before it is too
late. Therefore, I hope that all members
will recognise that this plan has been pre-
pared and submitted by probably one of
the most eminent town planners .in the
world and it is up to us, if we .have the
interests of Western Australia at heart, to
see that it is carried out.

While the Premier Is in his seat—I
understand that he may have to leave

-shortly—I want to mention something
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which to me, to him and to many other
people is rather disturbing news, and that
is that the Seaforth Reformatory Home
is to close, Accordingly, I have given notice
of a question to be placed on Tuesday’s
notice paper Inquiring whether this is cor-
rect because if it is, It must be the deci-
sion of the Government. Only 12 months
ago when a report was submitted by a
person from the Eastern States, the Pre-
mier said that he did not agree with the
criticism of the Seaforth Home which
was contained in that report.

We now find—and I believe it is cor-
rect—that it is not intended to send any
more boys there and that the headmaster
has been transferred to some place in
Stoneville. Therefore, it seems that after
35 years’ excellent service by this Salva-
tion Army Home, the boys are to be taken
away from it and, might I say, rather
peremptorily. For a moment or two I want
to touch on a subject that was discussed
at some length last night by the member
for Victoria Park and to a degree I want
to endorse what he said.

I also want to go a little further in
dealing with this problem of traffic and,
in particular, that part of the problem
connected with the Causeway. I do not
know who is to blame for the traffic con-
gestion at that point, but it seems to me
that there are too many Government de-
parttents dealing with the problem. I
know that when we were in power as a
Government, it was difficult to pin any-
one down. I was informed that it was
the responsibility of either the police or
someone e¢lse and apparently no one was
to blame.

Like the member for Victoria Park, I
have to cross the Causeway every morn-
ing and evening, and the stage has now
been reached where I think it can be said
that traffic congestion has become much
the same as it was in the dark days be-
fore the new Causeway was constructed.
I am not a traffic expert, but it seems to
me that what is required is for one or
two men to visit the Causeway to ascertain
what is causing the traffic to slow up as
it traverses the bridge. Purely as a lay-
man and an observer, I am of the opinion
that, whilst I agree with the member for
Victoria Park that the people have not
yet become accustomed to using the
roundabout, the main fault seems to be
traffic breaking into each of the main
lanes as one goes on to the Causeway
itself—I am now referring to the Victoria
Park end—because if, for instance, one is
travelling to Armadale it is necessary to
cross the Causeway, and one should move
into the centre lane, weave around the
roundabout and then go along Albany
Highway through Victoria Park.

If people from Belmont wish to go into
the city or to South Perth, they have to
get their nose in front of the stream of
traffic that is travelling from the city on to

205

Albany Highway or round into Canning
Highway. Then, as such persons move
around the circus, they meet with traffic
travelling from Albany Highway to Perth
and also that traffic which is moving from
Canning Highway on to the Causeway to
go to Belmont. All this is necessary for a
person who is coming from Belmont in
order that he may travel only a matter of
yards.,

The same applies to a person who is
travelling from South Perth and who
wishes to go along the Great Eastern
Highway. At the point of entering the
circus he meets traffic travelling from
Albany Highway to the city, and vehicles
travelling from Belmont to the city, There-
fore, there are three lines of traffic each
travelling in its own direction and, in
attempting to do so, each and every one
of them is holding up the stream of traffic
which is going in its own particular direc-
tion. I know that it is not an easy prob-
lem to solve, and the only solution—the
long-term plan—is the introduction of the
clover-leaf prineiple which, of course, I
understand is going to be very expensive.

It seems to me that, in order to maintain
that steady flow of trafic—which we must
have—we have now reached the stage
where the traffic which is travelling from
Belmont to Perth, from Albany Highway to
South Perth, or that which is travelling
from South Perth to Belmoni, must be
diverted a couple of streets back from the
Causeway. Those members who remember
the difficulties we experienced with the old
Causeway a few years ago will recall that
a similar step was taken to relieve the
congestion on the Causeway by the
Trafic Department, the police or whoever
was responsible. Traffic was forced to
travel along a side-street about 200 or 300
yards south of the existing Causeway and,
a5 members know, it alleviated the diffi-
culties to a great extent.

However, here we are in the same posi-
tion again, and nobody seems to be tak-
ing any steps to overcome the problem. I
know that the Minister will probably say
that meetings have heen held with the
R.A.C. and other bodies to find a solution.
They may have had some discussion, but
action must be taken because the conges-
tion on the Causeway has now reached &
stage where, between 5 p.m. and 5.30 p.m.,
it takes a motorist from 20 minutes to
half an hour to traverse the Causeway. If
someone would devote some deep thinking
to overcome this problem, I am sure it
could be done. It is a matter of consider-
ing it long enough and deeply enough, and
then taking some action.

I will now say a few words about the
through-routing of buses. 'This subject
has been discussed on seéveral occastons but
we still do not seem to be getting very far
with it. I read in the Press the other day’
a report on one of the meetings that were
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held. to discuss the problem at which it
was suggested that through-routing could
he. done by certain bus companies but not
by others. But is there any reason why we
should not make a start? We must start
somewhere. Whilst I recognise that some
suburbs only require a limited bus service, I
also realise that once in the city, a service
twice or three times as greal is required.
When one sees that great line of buses
in the evening and in the morning, with
people either embussing or debussing it
makes one realise that it is about time
we got our thinking caps on and did some-
thing to alleviate this matter,

There is. one aspect on which Western
Australia. seems to concentrate, and which
I submit is very much against a. through-
flow of. traffic. I say this because I am not
the only one who has seen this happen.
Other members have also seen it, and par-
ticularly has the Premier. In every other
country they endeavour to move traffic
along, as quickly as possible; they do nét
impede its movement. The principle seems
to be that as long as one's driving
is. not a danger to. the public, the
traflic can be kept moving. But with all
these stop- signs and other hindrances one
comes. across in this State, the flow of
traffic is stopped and this, of course, in
turn intensifies the traffic problem, rather
than alleviates it in any way.

The Premier: The safety factor is very
important.

Mr. WILD: That is so, but we must
educate our drivers to the fact that while
they have a lethal weapon in their hands,
there are certain limits to which they can
go before it becomes a danger. I realise
it does not apply to all of us, Some of us
may have quicker brains than others, and
while for some 40 miles an hour may he
a safe speed, for others who may possibly
be more ponderous in their thinking, a
speed of 25 miles an hour constitutes a
danger.

Mr. Yates: A lot of them are not aware
of the fraffic regulations.

Mr. WILD: We must not stop bpeople;
we must try to get them moving, or we
will not show any progress with our traffic
problems:

I am sorry the Minister for Water Sup-
plies is. not In his. seat because I want to
express. on behalf of the people of Canning
Vale their great disappointment in being
told, last evening, that Canning Vale is
not to get further funds for its water
scheme thls financial year. I have no
doubt that they will join with me in say-
ing, "“If you can dip into frust funds and
find £1,740,000 for housing, surely you can
And £5,006 or £6,000 for this scheme.”
Apart from this disappointment I would
like to point out that 1 was asked to go
round and observe the work on the Can-
ning Vale water scheme in operation two
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months ago, and my main criticism is
directed at the loafing that was apparent
on the job. I was not asked by one, but by
three or four residents, to “come round
and have a look".

Accordingly I went around on two oc-
casions. One morning I stood at the
property immediately opposite where the
men were supposed to he working. On this
oceasion there were 11 men and I would
say that they took three-quarters of an
hour for their mid-morning tea. I do not
deny any man his right to have a cup of
tea at 11 o'clock or thereabouts, but surely
15 minutes is sufficent for this purpose.
But it is different when people draw one’s
attention to what is going on, and when
one sees these things with one’s own eyes.

I do not exaggerate when I say there
were 11 men standing up; they were not
even striking a blow. They were obviously
mostly foreigners but that should not make
any difference. Those men are still work-
ing for the department and accepting
money provided by it. It is not fitting for
the people of Canning Vale to be told that
there is no money to carry orr the scheme,
particularly when this sort of thing goes
on. I would like the Minister to go out
himself and have a little yarn; he need
not be accompanied by me. Let him go
down Royal-st. and ask the residents about
the amount of work that was being done
on the scheme about two months ago.

Another matter that affects the Water
Supply Department is the treatment being
meted out not only to the residents but
to the Gosnells Road Board in relation to
the repairs to the main water line coming
down the Albany Highway. I do not know
what the technical term is but I under-
stand they are re-ringing the joints of the
pipes because over the years they have
apparently become worn out. This neces-
sitates having to flaod the area with water
and then having to pump it out before they
can get on with the job. Complaints have
been made as to the state in which the
drains are being left.

In company with members of the Gos-
nells Road Board, I have waited on the
Commlissioner of Main Roads who has
denied any responsibility for keeping these
drains clean. When one considers the
origination of the Albany Highway one
feels that somebody must have accepted
responsibllity at. the time for that high-
way, and the widening of the road; and to
the best of my knowledge there has been
no alteration of that policy since. Firstly,
I would like to refer to the “Government
Gazette” of the 1Tth June, 1827, where,
under the Main Roads Act of 1925 there ig
a declaration of “malin road.” The portion
to which I wish to refer is as follows—

..... hereby declares that the road
specifled in the achedule hereto shall
be a main road within the meaning of
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“The Main Roads Act, 1925,” and that
the footpaths, if any, of such road be
excluded from the main road.
There is then the schedule which includes
the Canning, Gosnells, and Armadale-
Eelmscott Road Districts after which we
find the following-—

A strip of land, one chain wide, com-
mencing at the junction of Welshpool
Road

and they declare it up as far as Armadale,
I think, therefore, that that proves con-
clusively that the main road from fence
to fence, being a2 chain wide, is the accepted
responsibility of the Main Roads Depart-
ment.,

The Minister for Works: From fence to
fence?

Mr. WILD: Yes, from fence to fence, be-
ing a chain wide.

The Minister for Works: That excludes
the footpath.

Mr, WILD: Exactly! The only part there-
fore that is not the responsibility of the
Main Roads Department is the footpath.
I think the Minister will concede that.
They say it is a chain wide and they take
the responsibility, that is of the main road,
with the exception of the footpath.

Of recent years the department has
denied any responsibility for keeping these
main road dreins clean. Yet we find
that the matter goes back to the 17th June,
1929, when the Main Roads Department
wrote to the Gosnells Road Board and
asked if it would clean the drains out. I
have sighted the correspondence and also
the receipt of that time, which was the
first occasion on which the department
asked the board to do the work. At that
time it was done at a lower cost—for only
a matter of £66. But the secretary of the
road board has been there for 27 or 28
years and he has considerable knowledge
of all that has transpired, and he tells me
that during the depression years—and
again I have sighted the correspondence—
yvear after year either the Gosnells Road
Board wrote to the Main Roads Depart-
ment and asked the department if it wanted
the board to do the work, or the depart-
ment wrote to the road board and asked it
if it would do- the work.

So it would seem that over the years the
department has accepted the fact that the
drains along the main road are its re-
responsibility. Recently, however, in the
last two or three years, it has denied all
responsibility in connection with these
drains, and I want to tell the House that
they are in a shocking state. It would do
the Minister some good to look at the strip
that was recently dug up.

The Minister for Works: I shall have
a look tomorrow.
Mr. WILD: I hope the Minister will

look at the strip between Austin Avenue
and where the men. are now working, just
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over the Maddington railway crossing.
About three months ago when the depart-
ment was asked if something wouid be done
about the drain, it replied, “We do not
accept responsibility for this work, but we
will put it back into the condition it was
in originally.” It sent a grader out. I
am not a main roads engineer but the
work which the grader did surprised me,
and when the Minister goes out tomorrow
he will be able to see what happened.

The grader ran over the area and
knocked the collar off one side, with the
result that now there is an angle of dirt
going into the drain falling away from the
main road and making it impossible to
get the water away because the drain is
half filled. When the Water Supply De-
partment men came out and commenced
work on the pipeline, instead of seeing
that the drains were clean and able to
take the water away, they set about doing
their work. I suggest thai the Minister
looks at Della'’s property on the left hand
side ahout 500 yards beyond the rzilway
crossing going towards Armadale. Be-
cause the drains would not take the water
away, the men.pumped it on to that pro-
perty to such a degree that Della had to
remove his stock from it.

<All the way from Austin Avenue to Pitch-
ford Avenue, nearly every culvert has been
rendered unusable and there is virtually
a sea of water all along the rocad. We
are also not satisfied in the Armadale-
Kelmscott district with the water con-
nections. I spoke on this matter during
the Estimates last year but we have nat
got any further forward. Up to about
two years ago, the policy in regard to
subdivisions was that before the Town
Planning Board would agree to a subdivi-
sion, an applicant had to satisfy it that
bg;,h water and electricity would be avail-
able.

At the time we had many battles with
that board to subdivide land and we used
the argument then that if we could get
a subdivision, no doubt the blocks of land
would be sold and then water and elec-
tricity would be laid on by the two depart-
ments. Now the position has been re-
versed and. a subdivision is granted by
the Town Planning Board without any as-
surance from an applicant that the two
services will be available, People buy
blocks, particularly those close to existing
services, on the understanding that they
are to get those services. Now there is
& battle lasting from six to 12 months be-
fore the blocks are actually connected. Re-
garding water supplies, we are continu-
ally told—

The Minister for Works: Since: when
Eioa;s it been the policy you are referring

Mr. WILD: To my knowledge, the
change was made after the battle to get
Painthorpe’s property subdivided. The
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Town Planning Board would not give per-
mission until the two authorities assured
them of water and electricity connections.
There have been subdivisions since.

The Minister for Works: In what year
was the most recent one?

Mr. WILD: The subdivisioh of Mauritz's
property was carried out last year.

The Minister for Works: I cannot
understand this. I have received com-
plaints recently that subdivisions were
held up because water could not be con-
nected. -

Mr. WILD: I shall be pleased to make
all the files available to the Minister. I
have the originals, but I did not bring
them with me. I can assure him that
was the position in regard to Mauritz's
subdivision of his property situated on the
main highway about 1,000 to 1,500 yards
this side of the Narrogin Inn. Five houses
are erected on the subdivided lots which
were sold between one and two years ago.
I am still battling to get a water service
for some of the occupants of houses
cn  the main highway. In the case
of electricity, it was only two months
ago that I was able to get the
department to erect two poles on
someone else's property so that the
people afiected could get electricity.

This is not peculiar to that subdivision.
I know of two other subdivisions which
have followed the same pattern, namely,
the Abbey-rd. and the Railway-rd. sub-
divisions. There is much talk about de-
centralisation, but this is done with the
tongue in the cheek. I am not suggesting
that the various departments should con-
struct unpayable long leads because it
costs & lot of meoney, but when people
build on approved subdivisions, in some
cases in the heart of a township, or in
others, as in Mauritz's case, right on Al-
bhany Highway alongside of which elec-
tricity and water run, surely the depart-
ment should see that they are connected.

I seem fto be full of complaints this
afternoon, and my next relates to the
quality of electricity available in the Ken-
wick-Qosnells district. I suppose that is
not the only district from which a similar
complaint is made. Over the years the
public have been asked {0 invest money in
the electricity loans and the Government
has supporied the appeal. The public were
told that money had to be found to pay
for the South Fremantle power station and
for transmission lines all over the place.
Of course, money. has to be found because
these provisions cannot be made with
fresh air. In Gosnells we have a very dis-
appointing electricity supply.

Very rarely in this House do I touch
on subjects that affect me personally, but
on this gccasion I have to. I am referring
not to the amount of electricity available,
but to the continuity of supply. It was so
bad last year that I had to spend £100 to
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buy kerosene brooders because I could not
rely on the electricity. It was not as
though the supply went off at odd moments.
In the best regulated systems we know
that breakdowns inevitably occur, but the
supply between Kenwick and Gosnhells has
the unhappy knack of going off very fre-
quently. The Minister can confirm this
information from anyone else who is en-
gaged in the same industry as I am in my
district.

One simply cannot trust the electricity
supply, so that when a person is breeding
chickens in this district, he is frightened
to leave them even for five minhutes be-
cause he might find that the power will be
cut off for two or three hours. Not only
I, but the other poultry farmers in my dis-
trict who use electricity for breooding pur-
poses are called upon in these enlightened
days with a modern power station at
South Fremantle, to¢ put up with these
breakdowns.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I suppose the rea-~
son is the poor quality coal used.

Mr. WILD: I do not know. 1 have been
told, but I do not know if it is correct,
that the power line along Albany Highway
was previously conirolled by a separate
authority and not from East Perth. That
is merely hearsay. I learnt that it was
looked upon as a very bad line. The de-
partment is only gradually replacing it
now. What I want to draw the attention
of the Minister to is that the continuity
of electricity supply to the district is
pretty rotten. In no other district that I
am aware of is the continuity of supply

as poor as in Kenwick and in Gosnells.

Mr. Lapham: How far are you living
from Perth?

Mr. WILD: Seven miles, and a matter of
only 100 yards off the main transmission
line and about 750 yards from the trans-
former. I am not complaining of the
quality of the power; what I am complain-
ing of is that we never know when it is
going off.

I wish to congratulate the Government
upon the astronomical figures that ap-
peared in the paper of the betting on Sat-
urday last at Hawke’s betting shops, which
showed a turnover of £200,000. In view of
those figures on a day like that when there
were not many favourites in front, I am
wondering what sort of an argument the
Premier will use when he tells us that the
man in the lower income group has not
sufficient money to live on.

Mr. Moir: Is it only the man in the
lower income group that bets?

Mr. WILD: The men in the higher group
probably go to the racecourse and help
provide the turnover there. I had a look
at- one- of the betting shops and saw the
seething mass of humanity gathered there.
Now I.have s final word to say on betting
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—and I address this to the Minister con-
cerned—the people of Armadale and Gos-
nells—the member for Canning can speak
for himself—are very disappointed at the
fact that no local resident was selected
as & bookmaker. I am not holding any-
thing for or against that because these
people had te submit their applications.

I had a loock at the file, thanks to the
Minister in making it available, and I
would be the last to say that this man or
that man should have had a licence, but
the strange thing is that in each of those
districts a local man was not selected. In
the case of Armadale, the successful ap-
plicant was a new Australian who came
from Aberdeen-st., in Perth: at Gosnells
a man who has lived there a month was
selected and at Cannington, whiie there
has been a local man operating for 26 or
28 vears, whom I am told is a reputable
man, he missed selection and a man from
the city got it. It seems very peculiar
that people from outside those districts
sgould be brought in to conduct betting
shops.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [3.2]: At the
outset I wish to join with other members
in expressing my regret at the passing
of Mr. Bob Boylen who was a member of
the Legislative Council. He had repre-
sented the people in his provinee for many
years and had given them very good ser-
vice indeed and we all regret his passing.
I also wish to associate myself with the
expressions of regret at the death of Mr.
Henning, who was also a member of an-
other place, though I did not know him
very well beyond meeting him in Parlia-
ment House.

I wish to make reference to certain re-
marks passed by the member for South
Perth 8 few nights ago when speaking on
the Address-in-reply, He mentioned the
industrial relationships in this State. I
agree with the hon. member that it is
very necessary and desirable that amiec-
able relations should exist between the
workers on the one hand and the em-
ployers on the other hand, but the hon.
member displayed a lamentable lack of
knowledge of the facts when he extolled
the virtues of the Employers’ Federation
and, in effect, attributed to the efforts of
that body the conditions that have pre-
vailed for some years, namely, less in-
dustrial trouble here than in some other
parts of the Commonwealth,

Quite a lot of industrial unrest could
be avoided in this State if the Employers’
Federation adopted a more realistic ap-
proach to some of the problems that crop
up in industry from time to time. I have
a personal knowledge of this subject and
can say that on quite a few occasions
the federation has adopted deliberately
obstructive tactics. On one occasion on
the Goldftelds a certain proposal was put
.before the representatives of the employers
—the Chamber of Mines—by the mining
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division of the AW.U. and an agreement
had been reached when, much to our
surprise, a representative of the Employers’
Federation intervened and tried to com-
pel the Chamber of Mines to drop the
proposal.

Hon. D, Brand: Has the Trades Hall
ever interfered with the decision of a
union?

Mr. MOIR: Never, to my knowledge.

Hon. D. Brand: It would not bear look-
ing into.

Mr. MOCIR: I assure the hon. member
that as far as my industrial experience
goes—and I have had quite a few years
of it—I cannot recall any interference by
the Trades Hall with a union. I can
imagine how such interference would be
received by the union with which I am
associated. In the instance I am refer-
ring to, a leading official of the Employers'
Federation came to Kalgoorlie and tried
to bring pressure to bear on the Chamber
of Mines hot to grant a proposal of the
union. A conference took place at the
union office, and when the parties
were on the point of reaching an
agreement, the representative of the
Employers’ Federation told an official
of the Chamber of Mines that he
could not do what was contemplated as it
would have repercussions in  other
industries. The official of the Cham-
ber of Mines told him quite bluntly in
front of us that he did not care what
the federation thought, he was going to
agree to it and that the federation should
look after its own afifairs. I give that as
an instance of the tactics of the Em-
ployers’ Federation.

Hon, D. Brand:
posal?

Mr. MOIR: Ii was quite a simple pro-
posal concerning sick leave. At the time
the award provided for five days sick leave
a year, which terminated on the 31st De-
cember. This meant that if a worker had
taken no sick leave during the year, he
lost his entitlement to it when the 31st
December arrived. The proposal was that
the sick leave should accumulate for three
years—a reasonable proposal that was
agreed to by the employers and is operat-
ing now. ‘This goes a long way towards
promoting industrial harmony in that in-
dustry.

Hon. D. Brand: Do not you think that
sick leave was originally instituted with
the intention that a man should take it
straightaway and not accumulate it?

Mr., MOIR: The hon. member has en-
tirely missed the point. The position was
that if a man had not had sick leave dur-
ing the year, his entitlement to it expired
on the 31st December, and he started the
new year with no entitlement until he had
worked a certain length of time and then
qualified for his first sick leave. Under
the present arrangement he goes into the

What was the pro-
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second year with five days behind him so
that if in December of the following year
he is taken ill and is off for ten days, he is
paid ten days' sick leave, If he takes no
sick leave in that year he carries ten days
into the third year so that towards the
end of that year he has 15 days accumu-
lated. At the 3lst December of the third
year, he drops off one vear’s sick leave, or
five days, and goes into the following year
with ten days. The workers appreciate
that they have an insurance if they be-
come ill.

Hon. L. Thorn: If a worker is never
sick, does he cut out his sick leave?

Mr. MOIR: No. The qualifications for
sick leave are that the worker must be
sick and lose time as a result. The Em-
ployers’ Federation does not do what it
should to promote harmony. I have had
experience, and I know other union officials
have, too, of the delays that occur in arriv-
ing at decisions on proposals put to the
employers., Sometimes the cases drag on
for months and, of course, the workers be-
come restive,

With regard to the welfare of the work-
ers, they owe the conditions and rates of
pay that they have to the activities of the
officials of their unions through the cases
that are prepared and placed before the
courts. The decisions given by the courts
are not always acceptable, but generally
they are accepted. In the main the em-
ployers’ attitude is to get as much as they
can for as little as they can possibly pay.
I say in the main, because there is the
exceptional employer who will give a man
a decent reward to encourage him to give
decent service.

Hon, D, Brand: Is not there the tendency
in certain cases to give as little as you can
for as much as you can get?

Mr. MOIR: That probably operates in all
walks of life., I think it would apply
greatly to some of the traders in this State
and in the Commonwealth.

Hon. D. Brand: I was only making the
paoint that it was a very natural tendency
and did not apply to only one section.

Mr. MOIR: There are exceptions, of
course, but generally the Australian work-
man compares very favourably with work-
men anywhere in the world as far as the
giving of effort is concerned and with re-
spect t0 workmanship. The member for
Greenough, having been associated with
the mining fndustry for some little time,
would know that it has a work force that
is without parallel in the Commonwealth.

Hon. D. Brand: I agree.

Mr, MOIR: We could not find fault with
the return those workers give. One has
only to look at the increased production
over the years to realise that. Where the
emplover has made himself efficient and
given the workmen the tools necessary to
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do the job, they have produced the re-
sults. We hear a lot from various people
and from members on the other side criti-
cising the workers in this State and
attributing many of our losses to the fact
that the workers do not produce enough.
In certain industries, of course, there is
not sufficient production, but it is not the
fault of the worker but of the people con-
ducting the operations and trying to carry
on with inefficient machinery and methods.
That is an old story, and it still applies
today. The hon. member will know of cer-
tain industries to which that applies.
Where we have inefficient methods, not
only can the worker not give the best pro-
duction figures, but the article becomes
more costly than it should be, and that
cost is passed on to other industries, the
primary producer and the consumer.
Therefore we have a chain reaction from it.

Mr. Court: Would you say the general
attitude of the trade unions in Western
Australia today is in favour of greatly in-
creased mechanisation?

Mr. MOIR: If T understand the gquestion
aright, it is this: Would the workers be
in favour—

Mr. Court: I did say, the trade union
movement. Would it be in favour of
greatly increased mechanisation?

Mr. MOIR: In the mining industry we
have for years advocated increased mech-
anisation. I could never see the sense of
giving a man a shovel, placing him in
front of thousands of tons of ore and tell-
ing him to bog it out and on to a truck
with the shovel and then push the truck
some long distance to get to the place
where it is hauled up the shaft. The union
officials and members, generally, were very
loud in their advocacy and pointed out in
their arguments when they met the em-
ployers in conference that they, the em-
ployers, should increase efficiency.

At one time in the goldmining industry
the companies, when they found them-
selves in trouble, used to do like a lot of
other people—the first thing that occurred
to them was a subsidy from the Govern-
ment. That sort of thing is widespread
throughout the country; there Is too much.
of it. As soon as people find they are up
against a problem, they say “Let us get
a subsidy from the Government;” and they
are the very same people who hold up their
hands in horror at the mention of social-
ism! They think it is a ferrible thing,
but they are not averse to it when they
think it will put some money in their
pockets. So, instead of increasing their
efficiency and getting down to the root
cause of why their industry or project is not
doing as well as it should, they apply to
the Government for a handout. The gold-
mining industry did the same thing.

I remember a conference in Kalgoorlie
which was attended by union officials and
at which we were asked to join with the
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employers—the mining companies--in an
approach to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to ask for a subsidy on gold, but we
refused to do so., In effect we said to
them, “Examine your industry and do
something to make it more efficient. If
the industry still requires assistance when
you have cut out your inefficient methods,
we will give you support, but we will not
be a party to assisting you to put your
hands into the pockets of the taxpayers of
the country,” because that was what they
were trying to do. They received no as-
sistance and had to get down to more
efficient methods of working or go out of
business.

Hon. D. Brand: In what year was that?

Mr. MOIR: About 1947. A great change
came over the goldmining industry and we
saw efficient methods being adopted, to-
gether with the complete reorganisation of
some mines, greatly increased mechanisa-
tion and the installation of more efficient
machinery, The result of the change that
has taken place in the industry is that the
large producing companies which were
previously struggling are now paying hig-
ger dividends than ever before.

The Minister for Mines: The introduc-
tion of the tungsten-carbide tipped steel
has had a great effect, too.

Mr. MOIR: That is s0. What I have said
about the goldmining industry could be ap-
plied, generally speaking, to many other
industries, We hear on all sides a cry as
to what is to happen to the dairy farmer
and butter producer, yet among them we
. know there are some who are carrying on
their operatlons in a most inefficient
manner. Though this may not always be
their own fault, as they may lack the
wherewithal to be efficient, again we have
the cry for subsidies.

I understand that the Commonwealth
subsidy to the dairying industry of Aus-
tralia was £19,000,000 last year. The effici-
ent producers are taking advantage of
their portion of that subsidy, but it is my
hellef that when a subsidy is given to an
industry such as this, the assistance
should be applied where it is required and
should not be available to those who are
already able to produce efficiently. Some
of our butter producers are struggling to
develop their properties agalnst almost
hopeless odds, and the improvement of
pastures, the clearing of further land and
s0 on, present a great problem.

Mr. Hearman: Whose job is it to sort
that out?

Mr. MOIR: The member for Blackwood
can tell us about it when he speaks. On
the 13th August there appeared in "The
West Australian” a paragraph under the
heading of *Expert Says ‘Don't Blame the
Worker.!” It reads as follows:—

Bluff, burly American, Jack O’Neil,
the man who bullt the £20,000,000
Altona oil refinery ahead of schedule,
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told master builders frankly today
that they were "“not spending much
to get much” from Australian work-
men.

Mr. O’'Neil, addressing members of
the building industry congress, said
he began his career with a pick and
shovel.

"“When we started the Altona pro-
ject, one American could do what it
took four Australian ironworkers to
manage,” he said.

“But the Australian workman is not
the culprit for the high cost of con-
struction in Austrglia.

“You might not have supplied him
efficiently with tools, or you don’t ade-
quately supervise him, or you are not
giving him the materials he requires.
And certainly lgok at the designs and
drawings you give him to work from.

“Since we began the Altona project
wage rates have risen by 25 per cent.,
yet the Australian workers' efficiency
has improved so much that the over-
all cost to the employer is lower.

"You might not be getting as much
efficiency from the Australian as the
American worker but you are not
spending much to get much.”

Mr. O'Brien: It takes the O'Neils and
the O’'Briens t0 show them.

Mr. MOIR: I think the paragraph 1
have read out is very illuminating, be-
cause Mr, O'Neil is not telling us anything
new. He is simply emphasising what a
lot of us have known for a long time—
that it is not the worker to whom we must
look for increased efficiency, but the people
who conduct the husiness and those who
set out the work for him. There is also
the point that the employers are not
spending much to get much, and that
brings me back to the interjection of the
member for Greenough, who asked did I
not agree that there are a lot of people
who try to give as little as possible for
as much as they can get. A lot of em-
ployers give as little for as much as they
can possibly get,

Hon. L. Thorn: That applies in reverse,
also.

Mr. MOIR: The Arbitration Court lays
down the minimum standards, but the
majority of employers look upon them as
the maximum standards and say, "We are
not forced o pay more than that, so that
is all we will pay.”

Mr. Court: It is not fair to say that
about the majority of them.

Mr. MOIR: 1 say without hesitation
that it applies to the meajority of em-
ployers. I know there are some to whom
it does not apply. and I am always pleased
when they adopt that attitude. That is
the policy of the employers on the Gold-
flelds and it repays them handsomely.
Although some workers in the goldmining
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industry earn very good wages, the em-
ployer is happy to pay them because he
knows he gets a good return for it, but
unfortunately there are other employers
who abide by the letter of the law and will
not pay one penny mote than they are
forced to pay.

In fact, there are some employers who,
if they are not watched closely, will pay
less than the law lays down, and the
unions, from time to time, have to take
up cases on behalf of workers to compel
employers to pay the prescribed rates.
That happens almost every day. We have
a type of person, as was illustrated by the
remarks of the member for Dale, who
seems to think, when he sees a working
man with a fiver in his hand, that he
must be getting too much money and is
obviously overpaid. There is too much of
that attitude and the employers in this
country ought to be pleased to pay decent
wages and give an adequate reward to the
worker, because of the effect that has on
the economy of the State.

When there is full employment and
plenty of mnney circulating among work-
ers they do not put all of it in a hole in
the ground. It is spent with the business
people of the community; and when the
worker is prosperous, the business com-
munity is prosperous too. We had an
illustratiop of that during the depression
when thousands of people in this State
did not have the wherewithal to buy the
necessities of life, There was an immedi-
ate reaction among the trading community
because they could not sell their goods,
and business became almost stagnant.

Mr. Brady: It is getting that way now.

Hon. L. Thorn: Lots of employers today
are having great trouble in providing park-
ing space for the employees’ motorcars.
You will find that at Midland Junction and
many other places.

Mr. MOIR: That was a most profound
interjection! I cannot see anything wrong
with a workman owning a motorcar. Why
should nat he he perm1t.bed to own a
motorear?

Hon. L. Thorn: I cannot see anything
wrong with it either.

Mr, MOIR: Why should it be the pre-
rogative of the friends of members op-
posite?

Hon. L. Thorn: If it were not for s.p, bet-
ting, they would all own motorcars.

Mr. ‘Brady: If it were not for the big
retums to _Holden shareholders, | they

might, too.

Hon. D. Brand: Possibly they are Holden'
shareholders.

Mr. MOIR: - Members opposite think

that the worker should be kept down. Do
not let him have anything at all!

Hon. D. Brand: Do not talk rubbish!

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: 'I‘hat is just whdt
you preach—hatred.
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Mr. MOIR: We know the position in this
House when Bills aimed at improving the
lot of workers are introduced. We know
the opposition that there is to them,
especially when we have measures to in-
crease the payments to injured workers
under the Workers’ Compensation Act. We
have to flght tooth and nail, not to get
a Bill through, but merely to have a few
crumbs thrown to us when we meet in con-
ference,

Hon. L. Thorn: No.

Mr. MOIR: We have a conference of
managers and we have to accept what
they throw to us.

Hon. A. V. R. Abhbott: You are referring
to yourself. They are the crumbs you
throw to yourself.

Mr. MOIR: The member for Mt. Lawley
knows all about it because he has been a
member of these conferences and he knows
how tough his colleagues are.

The Minister for Railways: He knows
something about Holdens, too.

Hon. L. Thorn: He knows all about
workers’ compensation Bills because he
prought down several measures to improve
the lot of workers

Mr. MOIR: It is time we had a change
of heart among some people and a realisa-
tion that workers are like everyone else.
They give of thelr best when they are re-
celving an incentive and when they are
getting what they feel is a just and due
reward. Nobody gives of his best when he
feels that he is heing deprived of some-
thing to which he is entitled.

Hon. L. Thorn: I agree with you that
that is only human nature.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The same applies
in reverse.

Hon. D. Brand: Yes.

Mr. MOIR: We must realise that the
worker is In an entirely different category
to other people in this community. After
all, if the worker wants an increase in
wages he has to go to a tribunal—in this
case, the Arbitration Court. His repre-
sentatives have to put up a solid case and
prove beyond all doubt that the workers
are entitled to.an increase; then, and only
then, is the increase granted. Other sec-
tions of the community are not confronted

withh that necessity. If they think that

they are entitled to a higher reward, they

" increase the prices of their goods. It is as

simple as that.

Hon. L. Thorn: There are plenty of con- .

sent awards.

Mr. MOIR: For some considerable time

the wages of workers in this State have

tacle of other sections of the community
having an open go and charging exactly

. what- they. like for their commodities.

- been pegged and we have had the spec- -
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Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Of course, a
good many workers do that too, and rightly
s0.

Mr. MOIR: I would not think so0.
Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Yes, you would.

Mr. MOIR: I do not think the hon.
member would know because he would
not associate with workers.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I associate with
them,

Mr. MOIR: The hon. member would
not associate with them.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I associate with
them as much as you do.

Mr. MOIR: That is a funny one!

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott; It is not funny
at all.

Mr. MOIR: Can the hon. member
imagine what tribunal some of these com-
pany managers, and deputy managers ap-
pear before to get an increase in salary.

Hon., A, V. R. Abbott: What tribunal
do you appear before to get an increase
in salary?

Mr. MOIR: I am not a worker.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: That is all right.
Now we know!

Hon. D. Brand: He will have to get
“Hansard” to erase that.

Hon, A. V. R. Abbott: The hon. mem-
ber and I belong to the same union.

Mr. MOIR: Members opposite seem to
be getting a little upset and apparently
the truth hurts. I have pointed out that
one section of the community is bound
by rigid laws so far as the money it shall
receive is concerned, and the other side,
which comprises the other section of the
community, is allowed to follow Rafferty’s
rules regarding its reward.

Mr. Manning: TUnder what section is
the primary producer placed?

Mr. MOIR: I think he might be in be-
tween. We know that the primary pro-
ducer does not lag behind in asking the
Commonwealth, Government for protec-
tion and, of course, he receives it.

Mr. Manning: ~What protection?

Hon. D. Brand: That would include
the Minister for Works, too.

Mr. Hearman: Workers in indusiry get
protection too.

Mr. MOIR: I do not know whether I,
ot members opposite, am making the
speech. ’ i

Hon. L. Thorn: You are drawing the
crabs.

Mr. MOIR: Evidently members op-

posite do not like these facts being placed
before them. -

Hon. D. Brand: Facts, question mark!

Mr. Hearman: I think Sir Ross-Me-
Larty’s speech upset the Government.- -
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Mr. MOIR: Now I want to touch on the
question of mining leases. Many. people
are concerned ahout the fact that certain
mining leases are held under exemption,
and have been for some considerable f{ime,
Like many of these people, I think that
these who hold the leases should bhe
forced to do something with them, 1
refer particularly to a lease at Porphry,
which is on the north-east side of Kal-
goorlie. It is & low grade proposition but
could be worked econcmically today. The
company which has the lease is well equip-
ped with all sorts of machinery and could
produce within a short space of time, ‘The
owners of the company have been receiv-
ing exermption for the last eight years on
the grounds of shortage of labour, A few
years ago that would have been a valid
reason for exemption but it is not the
position today.

At present there is unemployment in the
mining industry, I am sorry to say, and
in the course of the next few months, due
to amalgamations of various companies on
the Golden Mile, men will be thrown cut
of work, I refer to the amalgamation that
has taken place between Gold Mines of
Kalgoorlie, South Kalgurli, the Persever-
ance and the Enterprise. While in the
long run it will be beneflcial, its immedi-
ate effect will be that certain men will
be thrown out of work. Uniortunately,
the Big Bell mine closed down recently and
its employees were thrown out of work,
although a great proportion of them were
absorbed by other mines. However, all the
operating mines in the State have now
their full complement of men and any re-
trenchments that occur on three or four
mines, will mean that there will be quite a
numhber of workers unemployed.

I think the Minister for Mines should
investigate that position and seriously con-
sider whether his department is going to
continue to grant exemptions from the
conditions to these mining compantes on
any grounds whatsoever. After all, when
the Mining Act provides that certain con-
ditions must be observed, the company con-
cerned should abide by them within a
certain time or else forfeit the lease. I-
thank the Government for the work it has
done on the Goldfields since it has been
in office.

An excellent job has been done in the
erection of school buildings, the renova-
tion of existing schools, the facilities that
have been provided in the way of septic
tank installations and so on. As a Te-
sult of the assistance it granted to the
people of Boulder, it was also instrumental
in bringing to fruition the establishment-
of. an infant health centre in that town.
The Government has also granted large
amounts of money to improve the Gold-
fields water supbly scheme, I am pleased
to mention that last summer was the first
we have experienced on the Goldfields for-
several years without being subjected to~
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water restrictions. This rellef was greatly
appreciated by Goldfields residents because
nothing is more disheartening than to es-
tablish a8 garden or.a lawn and then to see
it wither and die as a result of water re-
strictions during the summer.

Therefore, I am sure that those people
will .support me when I express my grati-
tude to the Government. At preseni there
is a 25,000,000 gallon reservoir under con-
struction which will be filled before next
summer, and this will mean that there
will be no further talk of water restric-
tions on the Goldfields for many years
to come, unless, of course, there is a major
breakdown on the pipeline and the water
is cut off for some period whilst it is
under repair. There is no doubt that the
Government deserves every commendation
for the work it has deone on the Goldfields
on the erection of school buildings, im-
provements to public buildings generally
and on many other public works.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.5 p.m.

MR. MANNING (Harvey) [45]1: 1 de-
sire to touch on one or two matters briefly.
Firstly, I refer to the passing of the late
Hon. Charles Henning who, for the past
four years, represented the South-West
Province in the Legislative Council. Al-
thourh his parliamentary career was a
short one, he proved to be a very able
member and his passing is very much re-
gretted in the South-West Province, and,

in particular, in the electorate of Harvey..

I would also like to express my regret at
the passing of the late Hon. Bob Boylet,
whom I came to know very well.

The next matter I wish to refer to is the
indication by the Minister for Fisheries
that his department has in mind the
establishment of a fauna reserve in an
area stretching from Goegrup Lake to south
of Lake Preston. 'There are some 50 square
miles of country covered by that area and it
includes many thousands of acres of
private property. If it is the proposal of
the Government to establish a nationsal
park there, it would involve costly resump-
tions and the ty¥ing up of much good agri-
cultural land. That area includes a pum-
ber of self-contained farms. In the main
the country is regarded as coastal runs for
farmers from the clay areas, which are
near the railway line and the South-West
Highway. The country involved is better
known as the Coastal-rd. aresa.

The Main Roads Department has in
mind the resumptfion of land a -chain ‘in
width on either side of the -Coastal-rd.
with a view to establishing a major high-
way. The country is in course of very
rapid development through the use of new
fertilisers and mineral elements. ‘It is made
to.gTow clover. At this time of the year .in
particular many hundreds of head of cattle
run on that coastal strip. The 'Govern-
ment and the Minister for Fisheries should

[ASSEMBLY.]

examine this country very closely before
reaching any decision to turn it into a
national park.

It is the opinion of some people that such
a national park would be a breeding ground
for vermin. It is very nice to establish
a national park in reasonable proximity
to the metropolitan area, but I would
point ocut that in the upper South-West,
which covers the country between Dard-
anup and Mundijong, there are some
800,000 acres of State forest. Quite pos-
sibly this land could be set aside as a
fauna protection area or a national park.
Very few people at present enter that area.
It is under the control and supervision of
forestry officers who are also fauna pro-
tection wardens. That is ohe angle which
the Department of Fisheries and the Minis-
ter could examine closely. It would be
far better to use the State forest for the
dual purpose than to tie up agricultural
land that must inevitably be needed for
cattle-raising and market gardening be-
cause it is the same type of land as the
strip from Spearwoocd right through to
Australind.

Another point I wish to raise is the re-
peated plea of lack of finance for essen-
tial requirements. I have previously
touched on this subject when speaking
here and expressed concern at the lack of
finance available to the Public Health
Department. The Harvey District Hospi-
tal is urgently in need of buildings. The
staff quarters have been condemned by
the health inspector. Some three years
ago plans for a new building were ap-
proved, but the department and the Min-
ister continually tell us that they have
not the money to enable them to go ahead
and provide those buildings.

This indicates that the Treasurer is
starving the department for finance, and
the sooner that is rectified, the better it
will he. The hospital is overcrowded. If
we are going to ke told continually that
the department has not the money to go
ahead with new buildings, I suggest to
the Treasurer that he should closely
scrutinise the money allotted to the de-
partment with a view to increasing the
Estimates. Much consideration is given
to the housing problems of the general
community, and it is very necessary that
the housing of the nursing stafls at coun-
trgh'hospitals should be considered for pri-
ority.

The pelicy of the Transport Board is
often criticised. 1In my opinion, more of
the cases that are presented to the board

-should be considered on their merits, I

should like to mention the instance of a
stone-mason who wished to transport by
road to Bunbury marble that had been
imported from Italy, former -consign-
ments of which, on many occasions,
had suffered considerable damage when
transported by rail. Repeated trepre-
sentations ‘have been made to the
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Transport Board for permission to cart
this material by road but on each occasion
it has been refused. This is a case that
should be considered on its merits, and
road cartage should be approved so that
this costly material might be taken by
road and receive the careful handling it
requires. So far as I can judge it is al-
most impossible for the Railway Depart-
ment to handle it successfully. Any fur-
ther comments I have to make I shall re-
serve until the Estimates are under dis-
cussion.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland)
[4.15]1; I wish to touch upon a number of
matters mentioned in the Governor's
opening Speech. First of all His Excel-
lency spoke of the fact that as a result
of the conference of world leaders held
recently at Geneva, international tension
had eased and the outlook for world peace
was much brighter. " Doubtless we are all
looking forward to results from this meet-
ing of the Powers because for most nations
it presents hope of a brighter future in
the international sphere.

If the various nations canh reduce their
expenditure on armaments and defence
from many millions of pounds down to a
few millions, it will permit of much more
money heing spent for the furtherance of
production and the provision of other re-
quirements, thus making life better for
everybody. I feel that Australia and par-
ticularly Western Australia could do
with additional spending power rather
than have money spent on defence. We all
hope that the outcome of the conference
will prove beneficial and bermit of peace
reigning for many years.

Another matter mentioned in the
Speech was the fact that nearly 100,000
migrants have arrived in Western Aus-
tralia since July, 1947. ‘That is a colossal
numhber of people to be received into this
yvoung State in a matter of about seven
years. It postulates that in a few years'
time the responsibilities of government
will be tremendously increased in order
to provide essential services such as hos-
pitals, schools, etc.,, and will prove to be
a very great drain on the Government's
resources. From the Commonwesalth point
of view it would appear that in 10 or 15
years’ time, the claims on social services
will be tremendous.

While it is encouraging for a State to
receive such a large number of people
from overseas, we must also bear in mind
that we, as members of Parliament, as well
as the Government, will be faced with
many big problems and be called upon to
shoulder greater responsibilitics. I hope
that there will be a bit of looking forward
to devise ways whereby essential ser-
vices such as hospitals and schools may be
provided or some way of overcoming the
need for hospitals, at any rate, I do not
intend to go into details as to hospitals
because the Government and its officials
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are quite capable of judging what should
be done. It may be that preventive medi-
cine and improved pharmaceutical prac-
tice and such-like activities may lead to
an appreciable reduction in the number of
patients that will need hospital treatment.

It may be that children, instead of re-
ceiving a general all-round education until
they reach the age of 16 or 17, could be
given such eduecation up to the age of 14
and then trained along specialist lines. In
other words, a boy or girl could start
training as a specialist from the age of
16 instead of leaving school at 18 and then
going on to the University. I mention this
because everyone recognises that special-
isation is one of the main needs of the
modern world. Thus it seems that we shall
have to do a great deal of forward think-
ing.

The Speech alsp referred to the fact
thai the Government, together with all
concerned in the coal industry, is giving
earnest attention to the problem of meet-
ing competition from other fuels in order
to ensure the best economic use of our
coal deposits. When he referred to other
fuels, I recalled that the members who
attended the Commonwealth Parliamen-
tary Association meeting in South Africa
last year were treated to a pre-view of a
factory designed to manufacture oil fuel.
In the book “South Africa, 1954,” issued to
those representatives, the following ap-
pears:—

Uranium and oil fuel: Two out-
standing events between 1951 and 1954
are likely to give an even greater
impetus to all forms of mining enter-
prise in South Africa within the pre-
sent generation. One is the commence-
ment of uranium extraction already
mentioned; the other the establish-
ment of a great factory for the pro-
duction of oil fuel from vast deposits
of low-grade coal on the Vaal River.
Now known by the term “Sasol,” the
scheme was launched with the co-
operation of the Government through
the Industrial Development Corpora-
tion of S.A. Ltd. When the plant,
which will cost well beyond £20,000,000,
is in full operation, it will also be an
important source of currency saving
as it will eliminate the need for South
Africa to spend about £5,000,000 an-
nually for the importation of natural
oil. It is reckoned to take ahout
another year to complete the scheme—

That is to say, it will have been about
completed by now.

and it is hoped to produce up to 60
million gallons of petrol and 64 mil-
lion gallons of diesel and fuel oil a
year,

If South Africa can convert its low-grade
coal into 0il fuel, it may be that the Gov-
ernment, through the Minister for Mines,
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could consider the idea of having a pilot
or test plant erected at Collie with a view
to producing similar fuel from our coal.

This Excellency, when opening Parlia-
ment, also referred to the fact that the
Government was building homes for natives
who were now occupying them. At Eden
Hill, in my electorate, two or three nafive
families have entered into possession of
these new homes, and, to all intents and
purposes, they have bheen accepted into
the community as if they were white
citizens. As far as I know, there has been
no undesirable reaction as a consequence of
their taking possession of the homes. I
have visited them on two or three occa-
sions and they have met me at the front
door just as white people would meet me.
The children go to the schoo! in the dis-
trict. These people pay their rent and
have their gardens, and they appear to
be leading normal lives like the white eiti-
ZENS.

I hope the Minister will continue to help
these unfortunate people. I am not un-
mindful of the fact that they cannot be-
come civilised as we are, overnight. It
may take one or two generations before
that is achieved, but this is a start. They
have a roof over their heads and the
young people are given some inside in-
formation as to what it is like to live under
a decent roof. The Government is to be
congratulated upon its good work in this
respect.

Furthermore, I was pleased to read in
His Excellency’s Speech that railway pas-
senger and freight train time schedules
have been considerably reduced by the in-
troduction of diesel locomotives and rail-
cars. The faster and more frequent serv-
ices have resulted in increased suburban
patronage. This is good news to me he-
cause members will recollect that over a
number of years I have advocated the step-
ping up of the suburban service from an
hourly service fo at least a 20-minute or
quarter-hour service.

We are approaching the stage now when
we can, about every 20 minutes, catch a
train to travel in the eastern section of
the suburban area, and even more fre-
quently to Fremantle. This means that
people are looking to railway transport
rather than road transport to take them
to the city. The community will gain many
advantages from this because the railways
will get more of the natural revenue that
should go to them rather than to the
road transport organisations that have
been established, and we will be saved the
need to import overseas vehicles and fuels
because we will be able to use locally built
passenger cars and steam engines as well
as local fuel. The Minister for Railways
and the Railways Commission are to be
complimented.

. I believe that a lot of the congestion
in the metropolitan area and on the subur-
ban roads is unnecessary and would not be

- by road transport.
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evident if the people would only support
the natural transport to the city which is
that provided by the railways rather than
Since the improved
vailway service has taken place, I have had
many approaches made to me, by people
in the outer suburbs, for new sidings. I can
recollect four different piaces where I have
been told new sidings should be estab-
lished, hecause it is considered that there
is sufficient patronage for them.

One of these places is the marshalling
vards near Midvale hetween Bellevue and
Midland Junction. I would say the poten-
tial passenger f{raffic there is about 500
fares a day. The marshalling yards are
the centre for all railway employees work-
ing there; for all ordnance employees
working in the Defence Department; for
all the employees working in the abat-
toirs; for the 300 or 400 people living
at Midvale and for those living near Bel-
levue. A new siding could be put in at
the marshalling yards with great advan-
tage to the railways as well as to the
residents in that area.

Another site mentioned to me is near
Swan-rd., at Bassendean, close to where
the new Children’s Home is established
just this side of the Guildford railway
bridge. A petition has been taken up in
regard to this site. Another place is be-
tween Guildford and East Guildford near
the premises of Douglas Jones and the flour
mill. T hope that in due course the Railway
Department will see its way clear to buil-
ding new sidings in these areas because I
feel that they would pay for themselves in
a short time.

I was pleased to read in His Excellency’s
Speech that the Government, through the
Minister, is about to introduce a Bill with
a view to maintaining the Swan River in
a c¢lean and healthy condition. The in-
troduction of such a measure is long over-
due. The Labour Government of 1955 will
he entitled to be given the fullest possible
credit if the Bill becomes an Act. It may
be that there will be slight disabilities if
a small rate is raised under this measure
to pay for certain of the activities of the
board, if one is required, but I feel that
some of the board’s activities, which will
be many and varied, could be of a revenue-
producing nature and that ultimately the
board would pay for itself even though in
the initial stages it required a rate to en-
able it to be established.

Some of the matters with which such
a board, if established, could deal, would
be soil erosion aleong the Swan River, the
reclamation of areas to enable industrial
establishments to be set up, the compil-
ing of correct and permanent records of
soundings of the river, the removal of
weeds from the river, the location of shal-
lows and the making of permanent re-
cords of them and of their movements from
vear to year in flocod time, the removal of
algae, the general p]anniqg ahead for
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river activities and investigations of the
effect that the Narrows bridge will have
on upriver flooding—

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: And the matter
of depositing sewage in the river.

Mr. BRADY: It is well known that
two factories are at present depositing
a lot of water in the river, allegedly from
their cooling plants—but I think more than
water is going into the river.

Hon. D. Brand: What firms are they?

Mr., BRADY: I have mentioned them
so0 often in this House that I do not wish
to name them again as it might appear
that I had some prejudice against them. In
the vicinity of Belmont oil is being flushed
into the river at night and I was asked
to bring the matter to the notice of the
Swan River conservation committee. The
person who told me about it said that it
occurred only at night, which would seem
to indicate that the aerodrome or some
mator firm in the vicinity was taking the
opportunity of flushing an oil sump into
the river at night.

There is also the matter of reclaiming
river sand for building drainage pipes,
cement bricks, and so on, and that could
ke a source of revenue for the board. The
board would also naturally give considera-
tion to recreation facilities such as swim-
ming, hoating, fishing, etc., and their en-
couragement. It is well known that 30
years ago the “Val” boats which run he-
tween South Perth and Perth used fo go
as far up the river as the Middle Swan
hridee, with passengers, but today they
could not get past Maylands, which in-
dicates the tremendous amount of silting
that has taken place and the many hun-
dreds of snags that come down.

In February I had an opportunity of
going up the river two miles beyond the
Swan Boys’ Home and there I saw across
the river a tree with a girth of about Bft.
It would he of ultitnate benefit to the
metropolitan area and even to the viti-
cultural industry—which the member for
Toodyay represents—if the river were
cleaned up. 1 saw millions of gallons of
water pouring into the river in February,
together with many tons of rich topsoil,
and I am sure that is having a bad effect
on the vineyards and pastures between
Midland Junction and Northam. All these
matters could be given consideration by
the board, if appointed, with benefit to
the State.

His Excellency’s Speech made reference
to the considerable development that has
taken place in technical education. Men-
tion was made of the fact that a heavy
metal trades school is in the course of
erection at Wembley, but I do not think
sufficient is being done in relation to the
metal trades at the Midland Junction
Technical School. Admittedly, for the last
five years there has been a shortage of
accommodation in this regard, but the

217

time is overdue for extending the metal
trades instruction at Midland Junetion.
I hope that when the high school is opened
next year or the year after, there will be
greater opportunites for technical educa-
tion at Midland Junction. I am convinced
that another 400 or 500 children could bhe
instructed at the technical school if the
facilities were available, thus saving them
the journey to Perth.

The member for Nedlands dealt re-
cently with the matter of profits and the
activities of General Motors Holdens Lid.
He made some accusations and I think he
was carried away by his enthusiasm, he-
cause he made some references that were
not justified, and on ocecasions he was quite
off the beam., In "The West Australian”
the other morning the hon. member was
reported as having made reference to sup-
porters of the Government making ex-
travagant and malicious statements and
scathing attacks on free enterprise. Dur-
ing this session I have heard no member
on this side make any scathing or malieci-
ous attack on free enterprise or even on
General Motors Holdens.

At the opening of Parliament I did ask
a question as to whether the Premier would
give consideration to trying fo get the
products of that firm sold cheaper in this
State, but that was not a malicious at-
tack on free enterprise, I will now quote
from remarks that appeared in relation
to General Motors Holdens in a non-
Lahour paper, as I think they give food
for thought. The journal I refer to is -’
“The Financial Review,” of the 4th Aug-
ust and I do not think that by any stretch
of imagination could it be deemed a Labour
paper. I think it is a publication which
would take up a middle of the road posi-
tion in this regard. Under the heading
of “Provocative Profits,” it said—

Perhaps the impartial thing to say
about the £9.9 million profit by Gen-
eral Motors Holdens Ltd. is that it is
controversial. It represents an earn-
ing rate of 560 per cent. on the issue
of ordinary capital and has provided
a dividend of 260 per cent. to the
American parent company.

Here I would say that I have strained my
eyes trying to find any other company
engaged in Australian industrial or com-
mercial activities which got anywhere near
that return on the amount of capital
invested.

Mr. Court: It is to comments like those
that I took exception the other night, be-
cause they are not fairly related.

Mr. BRADY: If the hon. member will
wait until the article is finished I think
he will see how off the beamn he is. It goes
on—

The 1954 accounts of this giant
enterprise have, in fact, provoked an
inevitable response from _gfﬂgial
Labour. The Leader of the Fedéral




218

Opposition, Dr. H., V. Evatt, says it is
g fair question whether such. a
“gigantic” profit is excessive and one
of the major factors contributing to
cost inflation.

If the member for Nedlands would care
to go to the trouble to do a little re-
seareh, he would find that a Lahour Gov-
ernment actually encouraged this industry
. into Australia and had a good deal to do
with its establishment. This article con-
tinues—

Whether such sentiments are echoed
among the company's 13,000 employees
is an interesting speculation. Their
average earnings last year were £981,
or a fraction under £19 a week, com-
pared with & fraction under £16 a
week for all the male wage-earners
of Australia.

It would also be pertinent for the
company to point out that in 10 years
it has handed over nearly £30 million
to the Government in taxes and
Customs duties and has paid £193.6
million to a host of suppliers.

A long-term assessmeni will also
give due weight to the company’s re-
minder that the American-held equity
capital got no dividend at all for five
of the last i0 years.

A short-term view, and particularly
a critical ohe, may question the wis-
dom of abandoning that moderation
in the last two years to the tune of
dividends totalling 360 per cent.

) Having regard to the commenis of the
member for Nedlands, this is the import-
ant aspect—

For these years have covered in
Australia a period of unprecedented
wage restraint, of struggle against ris-
ing costs, and towards the end, of
growing exasperation over the prices
of nearly everything, including motor-
cars.

Mr. Court: These people reduced the
prices of their products during the year.

Mr. BRADY: That was an article from
8 most impartial paper, and I think the
last paragraph was a fitting commentary
of the overall picture. I am amazed to
hear Liberal Party supporters getting up
in this House and justifying profits of
that kind and in the same breath asking
the Government to assist the dairying in-
dustry. Many people in that industry are
using products of General Motors Holdens,
trucks, utilities, cars and other accessories.
Where does the consistency come in? If
the agricultural implement makers, and
the dairy machinery firms were to take the
same attiiude as General Motors Holdens,
our primary producers would all be forced
out of operation because they would not be
able to carry the strain,

The Premier: Surely the hon. member
does not expect the Liberals to be con-
sistent!
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‘Mr, BRADY: Probably they are consist-
ent with their inconsistencies.

Hon. A. V. R. Abhott: The Labour Party
in New South Wales is not very consistent.

Mr. BERADY: Yet Liberal members get
up in this House and try to justify high
profits such as those made by General
Motors Holdens, and, at the same time,
say that the Government ought to help the
people who are forced to pay such high
prices for their products. They ought to
?gv:' another look at companies such as

at.

Hon, A. V. R. Abbott: You know how to
zed_\g:e the price, do you not? Reduce the
ariffs.

Hon. D. Brand: Could they buy cheaper
utilities anywhere else?

Hon. D. BRADY: I thought, after listen-
ing to the comments of the member for
Nedlands the other evening, that the other
side of the picture ought fo be presented.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: ¥You have fixed
him.

Mr. BRADY: There is another aspect of
the overall social and economic picture in
Western Australia which should be brought
before members; I refer to the 1871 Super-
annuation (Public Servants) Act and those
who are receiving pensions under that
statute, I want to be restrained in my
comments on this matter even though one
could say harsh things about all Govern-
ments regarding the treatment they have
meted out to these pensioners.

Last evening a case was presented to
me in the strangers’ room at Parliament
House and in this regard I want to be fair
to all members by saying that the sarne
case has been presented to members of the
Liberal Party, the Country Party, the
Leader of the Opposition and the Premier.
The deputation which waited upon me
yesterday said—

It is generally admitted that the
1871 Act was conceived, compiled, ac-
cepted and passed by the Imperial
Government, as an inducement to
secure the services of suitable persons
for administrative, specialised and
general work as required throughout
the Empire,

When Responsible Government was
established in W.A. this Act and all
the responsibilities pertaining to it
were takenh over by the State Govern-
ment.

These responsibilities have been
honoured by each successive Govern-
ment right up to the present time and
no doubt will continue to be honoured
until the last Civil Servant to come
under the jurisdiction of the Act ceases
to exist.

In April, 1905, this Act by an enact-
ment of the State Parliament ceased
to apply to persons entering the
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Public Service after that date, but
continued to apply to all persons al-
ready in an established capacity in
the service.

The Operation of the 1871 Act:

When seeking employment a young
man looks to the prospects offering.
One would be condemned by his fel-
lows if he neglected to do this. Be-
tween the years 1871 and 1905 salaries
throughout the Public and Civil Ser-
vice were low-—very low indeed. After
paying ordinary living expenses onhe
could visualise making but meagre pro-
vision for old age. There were, however,
certain  compensating advantages.
Provided one gave good and faithful
service there were security of position,
chances of promotion and on retire-
ment, deferred pay in the form of a
pension. These in the agsregate were
the remuneration guaranteed hy Act
of Parliament for services rendered.
To say that that part of the remunera-
tlon viz. pensions “was not subscribed
to by the employee” is a distortion of
of fact. It is a very definite part of
his remuneration solemnly assured
and contracted for by the compilers
of the Act, in return for good and
faithful services rendered. .To say
that these pensions were not sub-
scribed to by the recipients of them is
implying that they, the precipients, are
getting something for nothing, a most
unworthy and unfair assumption.
There can be no doubt that these
pensions were deflnitely a part of the
remuneration—a deferred addition to
the comparatively small salaries the
positions carried, say, towards the end
of the last ceniury when even high
officers such as inspectors of schools
received salaries round about £300 per
annum.

Interpretation of the Act:

It is readily admitted that since
1871 each successive Government has
strictly administered the Act according
to the letter and has paid to those
fortunate enough to reach the retiring
age the pensions preseribed. During the
last decade, as everyone is aware, there
has been a tremendous economic up-
heaval—wages, salaries, prices and
costs of living generally have spiralied
tremendously. Those on fixed incomes
are amongst the most acute sufferers
and these include pensioners under the
1871 Act. Justice induces the question
—“Should this 1871 Act under the ex-
traordinary economic conditions rul-
ing today be interpreted according to
the letter or according to the spirit of
the Act? What was the intention of the
Government in compiling and passing
this Act?

In effect the Government, through
this Act, said to certain of its ser-
vants—"Give good and faithful ser-
vice—qualify yourselves for higher
positions and your reward will be
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higher salaries while employed and a
pension on retirement commensurate
with the standard of living you have
justly earned.” No one with a sense
of justice will deny that this was the
intention of the Government when
passing the 1871 Act and they, the
Government, as well as most people,
recognised the basic wage as the
standard measurement, for the stan-
dard of living. It was not L.SD.
alone that was in their minds. It was
§tandards of living.

If the Act, under today's inflation-
ary conditions, is interpreted and ap-
plied according to the letter, then the
intention or spirit of the Act is being
defeated and a great Iniustice is being
done particularly to those whose
pensions were assessed before this in-
flutionary spiral began it giddy ascerf
about 1945.

To emphasise the position, let one
actual case be stated. What applies
to this case will apply to all in prin-
ciple. Take the case of & man, high
up in his profession, who retired in
1946 and note how his standard of
living which he honestly and indus-
triously earned has been reduced be-
low the basic wage standard.

At this stage 1 interpolate to say to
members that I want them to consider
what has happened to a man who retired
in 1946 on a pension and the shocking
position he is in today. Continuing with
my notes, I would summarise by saying that
at that time his pension was approxi-
mately double the basic wage of £5 1s. 1d.
With the inflationary spiral through the
years of 1949, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954 and
19556 the difference between the pension
and the basic wage has sgsradually
diminished until today the pensioner
whose case I have just outlined receives
£11 12s. 10d4. per week when the basic wage
was £12 6s, 6d. a2 week and now it has been
further increased by 5s. 11d., making a
round total ot £12 12s. per week.

Yet, when this pensioner retired in 1946
the amount, he was receiving as a pension
was approximately double the basic wage.
It must be brought home to members of
this Chamber the great injustice that has
been done to such people who, in all sin-
cerity, were assured, when they joined the
Public Service 40 or 50 years ago, that
they wouw,d get an adequate pension. Con-
tinuing to quote from my notes—

From a study of this scale it will
be observed that in 1946 when the
economiz position was about normal
and had been comparatively stable
from the passing of the 1871 Aet until
the year 1945 or 1946, the pensioner's
weekly income was just over twice tHe
basic wage and that from 19851 his
pension began to fall rapidly below
the basic wage. Thus was his stan-
dard of living, earned by him and
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promised through legislation, halved
and even brought below the basic wage
standard of living—the lowest stan-
dard recognised by the Arbitration
Court.

During the period under review the
basic wage rose from £5 1s. 1d. to
£12 6s. 6d. This represents a rise of
£7 5s. 65d. to meet the increased cost of
living. In contrast to this increased cost
of living the pensioner whose case is
quoted received in 1952 an increase of
£l per week and in 1964 a further in-
crease of 10s. per week and nothing
at all over the preceding years to
counter the increased cost of living.
In other words, over the period under
review (10 years) the increased cost
of living had to be covered by 30s. as
against £7 5s. 5d. added to the basic
wage. His standard of living was re-
duced by mere than half.

S0, on behalf of those many people
who are now on a pension granted under
the provisions of the 1871 Act, I ask the
Government to consider the serious posi-
tion in which they are placed, having re-
gard to the original promise that was
made to them. They have supplied me
with much more material, but time does not
permit of my quoting it all this evening.
However, as similar information has been
sent to the Premier, I feel that he will
give due consideration to the matter and
that ultimately we will hear of the plight
of these unfortunate people being sub-
stantially relieved.

After all is said and done, they are a
worthy section of fthe community. Many
of them are retired railwaymen who held
responsible positions in that department
and they performed excellent service in
the early days of the railways which they
continued during their 40 years’ service.
There are also many retired teachers and
inspectors of the Education Department.

Mr. J. Hegney: How many would there
be left today?

Mr. BRADY: There are several hun-
dreds of them, but their numbers are
gradually being diminished, It was said
to me that if the whole of their super-
annuation payments were brought up to
£7 125, per week per person, such increases
would total £109,000. We have to ask pur-
selves whether, with a total general and
loan revenue of owr own of something in
the vicinity of £60,000,000, it is justice
to hand back to these people £109,000 in
order to supplement their existing pen-
sions, I consider that they are entitled to
a substantial portion of that increase, if
not all,

There is no doubt that this matter must
bhe faced in all seriousness. Some mem-
bers of Parliament will probably have to
meet a similar position within the next 10
or 15 years. Those members who will re-
tire at the end of that period will receive
a pension of £7 to £10 per week as the
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case may be. They are probably visualis-
ing that pension in the terms of being ap-
proximately three-guarters of the basic
wage. However, if the present inflationary
spiral continues, it could be that the
amount of £7 or £10 per week may not be
25 per cent. of the basic wage. Thereifore,
it is quite easy for members to visualise
what a position they would be in if that
occurred.

I consider that we must be honest with
all sections of the community. What
value can be placed on a Government's
assurance on pensions and superannuation
henefits if ultitmately the face value of
the pension is going to be half that
amount or even less? I make this appeal
for those people concerned without being
difficult, and I am of the opinion that
all Governments, whether they be Liberal,
Labour or Country Party, could well give
consideration to granting a substantial in-
crease in the pensions paid to thaose re-
cipients.

There is one other matter to which I
wish to refer, but I am not sure whether
I am competent to do justice to it. I be-
lieve that the Government should issue a
warning to the community that there must
be a tightening up of finances generally. I
think it is evident, with the decline of
overseas credits, with the falling off of
many of our overseas sales of primary and
secondary products, that there will be &
tightening up of money all round. The
Government, therefore, should give a lead
in this matter. Luxury trade should he
discouraged and sbolished completely.

At present we find that the Common-
wealth Government is trying to raise about
£35,000,000 by public loan and is offering
an interest rate of 4% per cent. over a
period of 10 or 15 years, but at the same
time a number of credit organisations are
offering from 6 to 6% per cent. interest
for relatively short periods. Naturally,
the people will tend to invest their money
with those who will give a higher rate of
interest. The unfortunate feature in re-
gard to the investment of this money,
however, is that most of it is going into
luxury trades. In some cases it is used
for the purchase of expensive motorcars,
radlos and radiograms, refrigerators and
50 on.

During this week 1 was speaking to a
land and estate agent and I was telling
him of the difficulties I had encountered
in raising money for people to try and
complete their half-built homes. I was
also telling him how the banks had
tightened up. He said he had had the
following experience in the previous hour
when he had gone to collect rent in a place
for which he is the agent. The lady came
to the doer and said she could not pay
the rent because she had to pay an in-
stalment on her radiogram. He spoke
to the lady and said, “I am surprised you
canhot pay the rent, when you iell me
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that you have to pay an instalment on
the radiogram! Surely your household
payments should come before the pay-
ments on a radiogram!” The lady re-
plied, “Well, the children wanted the radio-
gram, and I had to buy it on the instal-
ment system, because that was the only
way I could get it.”

That is typical of how soine people in
Western Australia are dealing with the
financial position. I read in “The West
Australian” recently that there is £35,-
000,000 less in the hands of the com-
munity to spend at the end of July than
in the previous quarter. This is having an
adverse effect on trade generally. Many
traders are today dispensing with em-
ployees, and, as a matter of fact, I have
had more people over the age of 45-—and
they were all good types of people—ap-
proach me for work in the last six months,
than I had had in the previous three or four
yvears. They have comprised shop assist-
ants, truck drivers and clerks; some have
been time-payment clerks in different
firms, and they are all out of employment.
That would indicate tc me that there is
a tightening-up all round.

I feel that there should be some dis-
couragement of firms like International Ac~
ceptance Corporation, General Credit
Limited, Cox Bros. and Woolworths who
are competing in the loan market against
the Commonwealth. I hope the Loan
Council is able to see some way of recom-
mending to the Pederal Government that
there should be a tightening-up all round;
that is, if justice is to be done to all the
community. I went through the depres-
sion from 1929 to 1535 when at the Trades
Hall at Midiand Junction, and I do not
wish to go through another one. Unfort-
unately the people who carry the burden
of the day during the good times have
to carry it in the bad times. It is possible
that this is sometimes due to a lack of
education; they may not be educated to
the standard where they appreciate values
25 more educated people do.

May be, it is possible they have not
the mental capacity to appreciate what
economics in the household mean. It
may be because they have family diffi-
culties to contend with and are confronted
with other financial difficulties right along
the line. If there is to be another re-
cession, I would like to see all sections
of the community bear their share, rather
than have people with cash investments
in big firms get their huge dividends whilst
the working man—whether he be a small
farmer or a small businessman, a retailer,
or a wage-earner—suffers unemployment
or wage reductions.

In coneclusion I would like to say that
I hope semething will be done through
Government channels—either through the
Loan Council’s activities or through the
State Government’s operations, be it
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through price-fixing or some other way
—to try to get some form of justice. There
may be a way of discouraging these time-
payment firms and the luxury trades from
competing with the Government. One
way that may be possible is for the Gov-
ernment to bring in a Bill whereby these
people will have no protection in the event
of a financial erisis.

If they had no protection, they would
not be rushing into the market and charg-
ing 124 and 15 per cent, interest on time-
payment sales. There are people in the
mefropolitan area who are actually ad-
vertising through the local papers and
agreeing {o pay 124 and 15 per cent. on
debenture money. If they are agreeing
to pay that, they must be passing it on.
I hope those activities will be suppressed
and that something will be done through
Government channels. I have much pleas-
ure in supporting the adoption of the
Address-in-reply, and I hope that the
optimism expressed by His Excellency is
not ill-founded.

MR. LAPHAM (North Perth) [5.51:
Over quite a number of years it has been
common to read in the local newspapers,
and to listen to wordy discourses as {o
how the inflationary spiral may bhe
arrested. To my mind at least, those who
have expounded their views have pgener-
ally done so with more bias than thought.
As a consequence of hearing their views,
and of reading their own articles over
and over again, they have, parrot-fashion,
grown to believe it, in their wisdom or
lack of it, as the case may be; they have
come to believe that theirs is the true
merit of the case.

Out of this effort one point has em-
erged, and it is that there is a definite
cleavage and a definite divergence of
view; and that irrespective of what each
section says about its particular case,
there does not appear to be any way of
recanciling opposing views. In an en-
deavour to arrest this inflationary spiral,
authority pegged the hasic wage. As a
consequence of that, the small monetary
assets the average individual had at that
time were soon spent in the normal activity
of keeping the home together. That had
an effect on business and within six
months of the pegging of the basic wage,
business tock a downward trend.

There was a languishing in the busi-
ness industry in this State; it stayed for
a2 while but was overcome by the creation
of finance and credit companies. Who
introduced this free-and-easy method of
hire-purchase? To my mind, hire-pur-
chase, conducted reasonably, is an asset
to the community; but hire-purchase, con-
ducted in the manner that it has been
carried on and is still being conducted
throughout Australia, is an absoluie curse
to the community. Through these ecredit
and finance companies hire-purchase
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made available those articies which the
average individual over the years has
grown to consider as his right to own.

Perhaps they do have the right to own
them, but I feel they should pay a fairly
substantial deposit if they -are procuring
them on hire-purchase, or they should
preferably pay cash for the articles, But
under this hire-purchase scheme, a small
deposit, or in some cases no deposit at all,
is asked for. As a matter of fact, quite
a number of organisations that work on
a hire-purchase basis, have salesmen golng
from door to door selling articles, and the
salesmen themselves put down the deposit
to enable them to sell these articles be-
cause the commission they receive is
greater than the deposit. As a conse-
quence of that they earn good money. They
induce many womenfolk to commit them-
selves to the purchase of articles which
the womenfolk cannot really afford.

Mr. Court: Is this being done locally or
in the Eastern States?

Mr. LAPHAM: Locally. The purchase
of articles by this method is usually pre-
sented to the customer in such a way as
to make him think that he is paying a
fixed rate of interest for the convenience
of his purchase. Actually, the interest
which the customer pays has very littie
bearing on the amount indicated to him.
On most hire-purchases the interest rate
goes as high as 14 per cent,, but it is repre-
sented to the average customer that he is
only paying 5 per cent. This has the
effect of artificially bolstering sales.

Sales of manufactured articles have
reached a normal high level, and even
gone beyond that level, so that industry
appears to be fairly buoyant. At the same
time, these sales have placed & fairly heavy
burden on the economy of Australia by
forcing it to shoulder the strangling in-
fluence of what is, to my mind, eXcessive
usury. As a consequence of hire-purchase,
which is merely a device for effecting sales.
the pegging of the basic wage by learned
judges for the purpose of arresting infla-
tion was, to a large éxtent, defeated. Prices
continued to rise until the court, in fair-
ness to the average wage earner, decided
that a halt should be made to the peg-
ging of the basic wage and that the peg
should be lifted.

Quite recently the basic wage was in-
creased in Western Australia and this
coincided with marginal increases. As a
general application, marginal increases
have not bkeen granted for many years
in this State. To my mind, this increase
represented muddled thinking, because, in
the first instance, if increases in margins
and the basic wage were the reason, as
has been generally indicated by the judges
who are officials of high standing, for the
inflationary spiral, is it not reasonable to
assume that the recent hasic wage increase
will start off and kelp to increase the in-
flationary spiral?
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It is not, however, my intention during
this debate to delve into the gquestion of
inflation but rather do I ask members to
consider what steps this House should
take in an endeavour to stop inflation by
reducing costs. I want to see a stabilisa-
tion of economy by eliminating, wherever
possible, sources which tend to increase
costs. Almost simultaneous with marginal
and hasic wage increases, the bus pro-
prietors’ association stated that increased
fares would have to be charged the travel-
ling public and that an approach had been
made to the Transport Board to approve -
an increase. Yesterday's newspaper con-
tained a report of an approach to the
Transport Board for an increase of bhus
fares, but the Transport Board had not
agreed up to that moment, but was consid-
ering the application.

Such an approach perturbs me very
greatly because the fares charged today for
transport are already far too high. I feel
that they are strangling transport itself.
Whatever justification there may be for
an inecrease in omnibus fares under the
present system of dual transport services,
that is Government and private transport,
there would be no justification at all for
any increase if the present system were
altered. As Professor Stephenson recently
said when he was addressing the Perth
City Council, this curious system of trans-
port in Western Australia could not op-
erate anywhere else except in this State
and ultimately must be replaced by some-
thing else.

This is the most appropriate time when
we should give consideration to altering the
transport system of the State, and that
brings me to the whole erux of my contri-
bution to this debate. I feel that we should
institute a metropolitan transport trust;
I feel that members should apply them-
selves to the problem in this regard. There
are a few difficulties, but not a great many.
I am sugeesting shat such a trust be formed
on a similar hasis to that applying to Amal-
gamated Wireless of Australia. That con-
cern operates on a 49 per cent. share from
private enterprise, and a 51 per cent. share
from the Government, thus giving the Gov-
ernment the controlling right.

Today there are extreme difficulties as-
sociated with transport in this State. Irres-
pective of whether members agree or dis-
agree with private operators, whether they
agree or disagree with Government trans-
port, it must be admitted by all sections
of the community that the {ransport
systern is up against difficult times be-
cause this State is rapidly developing new
suburbs and those areas must be served
by transport. They must be given some
transport facilities, although they may not
be very highly settled areas. Some might
be sparsely settled, but even so I consider
that  the people who reside in them, and
who in effect are going further away from
the city, should be given some means of
transport
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The formation of a trust should not pre-
sent insuperable difficulties. For a start
no money would be needed. Private con-
cerns could be taken over by agreement
and I do not think there would be any
difficulty on that score. I have had in-
formal discussions with quite a number
of the private bus operators and I am sat-
isfled that they would welcome a change
over from the present system to one of a
metropolitan transport trust. In taking
over their assefs, the trust would issue
the bus companies with interest-bearihg
debentures, and the same would apply to
the buses taken over from the Government
Tramways Department. Some small
monetary adjustment might be necessary
to ensure that the Government held 51
per cent. of the shares so that it could
exercise control, but I see no difficulty in
arranging that. The change could be
brought ahout over a period of time. For
instance, the Metro Co. and the Scar-
borough Co. might be allowed to continue
operating for the present, but gradually
each company could be absorbed in the
trust, which would then operate the
vehicles over the various routes.

When new housing areas have been
opened up, it has been the general experi-
ence of the private operator that, in order
to serve the new community, he must pur-
chase new vehicles. Whereas at one time
a bus cost about £1,000, today the cost is
£9,000, and, believe me, the capital re-
quisite to purchase a number of these
vehicles takes some finding. A lot of
operators are having extreme difficulty in
obtaining the finance necessary to enable
them to add to their fleets for the purpose
of giving a service to the people in newly-
settled areas.

Apart from a private operator finding
it difficult to increase his fleet or replace
old buses and keep his vehicles up to a
reasonable standard, he could lese a con-
siderable amount of money when operat-
ing in a new area. He has a fairly sub-
stanfial amount to pay by way of trans-
port fees. In addition, his licensing fees
payable to the police amount to £70 for
a 40-passenger vehicle. Quite a number
of operators paid an average of 5 per cent.
for licence fees o the Transport Board,
in 1953-54; the Government tramways
pay 1 per cent. and the Fremantle Tram-
way Board 4 per cent. On top of that,
there is sales tax to he paid by private
operators on the vehicles they purchase,
while Government and semi-governmental
instrumentalities are not charged sales tax.
This represents a big concession to them.

The present system is most inequitable
in that it does not apply fairly to the
people living in different areas. Where a
private bus company operates in one area
and licence fees, sales tax, replacement
charges and so forth have to be met, the
fares charged must of necessity be higher
than those charged by Government
vehicles because those vehicles do not pay
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sales tax and they pay 1 per cent., instead
of 6 per cent. to the Transport Board and
do not have to license the vehicles with
the DPolice Department, Consequently,
they ought to be able to charge a2 lower
fare than can the private operator. I
believe that the Government vehicles do
charge a lower fare, and in that event,
the people who are fortunate enough to
live in an area served by Government
buses are getting an advantage over those
who live in an area served by a private
operator. I do not think that is fair and
it should not be allowed to continue.

" The Minister for Transport: I do not
think it exists; there are standard fares,

Mr. LAPHAM: It is hardly possible to
have standard fares when they are operat-
ing over different routes and mileages,
though I admit that some of them cover
a lot of unnecessary ground. I find that
mileages are duplicated under qur trans-
port system. Quite a number of buses go
from St. George’s Terrace, over the hill and
along King’s Park rd, to Thomas-st. Among
the companies operating there are the
Metro Bus Co., the Emu Bus Co., the United
Bus Co., as well as a Government bus. They
all cover at least two miles from St.
George's Terrace to Thomas-st., which is
dead mileage. The same thing applies in
the Scarborough area. Through Mt. Haw-
thorn we have the Scarborough bus, the
trolley-bus, the North Beach bus and, I
think, a Government bus running. I can-
not see any sense in all these wvehicles
running over the same ground. We have
no intersuburban service with our present
systems. They all operate from suburb
to city. The need for intersuburban travet
seems to be entirely lost sight of.

Mr. Bovell: There is cne intersuburban
service.

Mr. LAPHAM: I am not sure whether it
exists at the moment. It was operat-
ing under rather difficult circumstances.

Mr. Bovell: It runs from Inglewood o
Nedlands.

The Minister for Transport: It is still
operating.

Mr. LAPHAM: If it is operating suc-
cessfully, it only indicates that there is a
crying need for intersuburban travel.

Mr. Yates: I think it is battling.

Mr. LAPHAM: I admit that is so. If we
had a transport trust, it would mean that
all the vehicles would come under the
direction of one controller.

Mr. Yates: Cannot the Transport Board
co-ordinate them now?

Mr. LAPHAM: No, not in the way 1
mean, because each transport operator
must have a certain number of spare
vehieles for the purpose of breakdowns or
if there happens to be an excessive number
of travellers at various times. Therefore



224

from 9 am. to 4 p.m. these huses, represen-
ting £9,000 each, are lying idle. If inter-
suburban travel were inaugurated we could
have another peak period between
10.30 am., when the womenfolk could
travel from suburb to suburb, and
330 in the afternoon when they
couléd return home. Unfortunately I
do not think that intersuburban travel
warrants the formation of a new bus com-
pany, but it would be sufficient to assist in
bringing in extra money to the companies
that operate normally from suburb to city.

In addition, it would be carrying out a
policy which I feel transport really shoutd
be deoing, and that is giving a service to
the community. For many years our trans-
port systems have not given service. I
once waited at Nedlands—admittedly this
was many years ago, but I think the same
position still applies—on a rainy night and
buses went by, but I was not allowed to
catch them. I was a little peeved about it.
I understand that today these bhuses can
stop, but there is an arrangement between
them that one does not encroach on the
other's preserves,

While I waited in the rain in Nedlands,
private buses went by, but I had to stay
until a trolley-bus came along, I do not
think that was giving service to the public.
What was being said to me was, “Lapham,
it- is not legal for you to catch another
bus. You stay in the rain until the right
one comes along.” I think that is a foolish
attitude. We should induce people to
travel by giving passengers all the conveni-
ence they want. Let us not make travel-
ling inconvenient. If we made it conveni-
ent, we would not have the number of
motor-vehicles licensed that we have to-
day.

One of the main reasons why so many
vehicles are licensed is, in my opinion, be-
cause it is far cheaper and more conveni-
ent for a man to take his wife and family
out in & car when visiting friends or going
to a theatre than to use public transport
hecause the fares are so high and the ser-
vice at times is not regular. Another point
is in regard to minimum fares. In my
opinion the minimum fare is far too high.
People should be induced to catch a bus,
even if they want to travel only a few
streets. But with the present minimum
fares, they are hardly likely to catch a bus
if they want to travel only a short distance.
Consequently, a bus that is going along
half empiy, due to the hish minimum fare,
is losing patronage that it would get if we
encouraged people to travel.

. What is the prime purpose of public
transport? It is to aid people to travel from
one point to another. Whilst we are
operating these vehicles, we may as well
run them full ag half empty. It costs just
as much te run a half empty bus as it does
to run a full one. I feel it would be far
better to have a small minimum fare to
induce people to use these vehicles when-
ever possible, I seriously recommmend to
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the Minister, and to members, that con-
siderable thought bhe given to the forma-
tion of a metropolitan transport trust. I
admit .it is not easy, although I do not
think the difficulties are insuperable.

The Minister for Health: What about
the reaction from private enterprise?

Mr. LAPHAM: Private enterprise is in
real trouble, and I think would welcome
it today. I think this is a most opportune
time for the Minister to make an ap-
proach because I feel sure that the sug-
gestion that a metropoelitan transport trust
be established would fall on fertile ground.
Everyone must agree that almost anything
would be preferable to the system under
which we operate today.

The member for Guildford-Midland said
this afternoon that the diesel system had
stepped up the railway timetable so that
the railways were catering for a large
number of the travelling public. This
is very good, but at the same time there
are bus services running parallel with the
railways—railway buses at that—and this
seems to me a complete waste of money
and effort. It is mileage covered which
has no value, I would prefer to see feeder
services operating.

A bus service is run right into town
from quite a number of our smaller sub-
urbs. That does not appeal to me be-
cause whilst the people in the smaller sub-
urbs need transport, they could easily be
taken from their own locality by feeder
service t0 a change station. For instance,
at the corner of Main-st. and Scarbor-
ough Beach-rd. there could be a change
station where the pecple living at Osborne
Park could ke brought, and the buses
operating from the change station could
pick them up and take them inte Perth.
There is no need for the Osborne Park bus
tn go all the way into Perth, half empty.

The Minister for Health: What would
you do with the trolley-buses?

Mr. LAPHAM: They could operate under
the same system. 1 believe there are
spare trolley-buses today, and where we
have lines laid down for them it would
be a simple matter to give them the right
to operate there exclusively. We do not
want competition between the vehicles.
They are all wasting money because of
this competition. I recommend to the
Government, and especially to the Trea-
surer, the proposition I have put forward,
because it does not require any money,
We have the necessary assets. We have
plenty of men in Western Australia with
the ahbility to handle this matter; and we
have plenty of staff, As I said before,
the time is most opportune for something
to be done. The private operators would
welcome the idea of some system other
than the one under which they are operat-
ing today. I leave it to members to give
it serious thought.

Jn motion by Mr. Sewell, debate ad-
jevwned.

House adjourned at 5.39 p.m,



